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PREFACE. 


A sLiGHT review of the numbers composing the present 
volume has confirmed the Editor’s persuasion that the commu- 
nications with which he has been favoured this year will not be 
deemed inferior to those which he received during any other of 
the four years that the Magazine has been under his superin- 
tendence. He ventures therefore, on behalf of his readers, as 
well as on his own account, to thank those of his brethren who, 
amidst the pressure of numerous engagements, have contri- 
buted in these pages to the instruction and pleasure of a large 
and increasing portion of the public. They have thereby con- 
duced to the acceptance and usefulness of a work which is in- 
tended to promote correct Christian principles, and which in 
relation to one important part of the revealed will of Christ 
stands almost alone, Other periodicals conducted with great 
learning and ability come into the hands of our children and 
friends, which, in reference to the ordinance of baptism, are 
either adverse to our views or neutral; but there is no other 
work of the kind, published in this country, on a scale suffi- 
ciently large to be very effective, in which the distinguishing 
tenets of baptists are vindicated and enforced. If our denomi- 


national views are correct, all who have contributed to the 
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increased sale of the Magazine, either by recommending it to 
their friends, or by furnishing valuable materials for its pages, 


may be congratulated as “ fellow helpers to the truth.” 


Relying on the continued assistance of those who have thus 
employed their pens, soliciting the co-operation of younger mi- 
nisters who have not yet given it, and, especially, invoking the 
aid of Him whose interests it is his chief desire to subserve, 
the Editor again acknowledges his responsibility, and engages, 
if his life and health be preserved, to renew his efforts to make 
the Magazine more and more worthy of the body to which it 


belongs. 


Witi1am GRoSsER. 


London, November 25, 1841. 


Peery <9 pout 


a eS, a 
Loy, 
| Gara Gay 
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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. JOHN CHIN. 


Tur late pastor of the Baptist church 
assembling in Lion Street, Walworth, 
belonged to a class of ministers who are 
more numerous in the Baptist denomi- 
nation than perhaps in any other.- In 
our churches there are, and there always 
have been, many pastors whose principal 
qualifications for the work to which they 
were called consisted. in piety, good 
sense, spiritual ardour, and aptitude for 
public speaking ; men who never en- 
joyed the advantages of a liberal educa- 
tion, their early years having been spent 
in secular. pursuits, but whose natural 
powers were strong, who have been de- 
voted students of the English Bible and 
of the works by which it is illustrated, 
and whose industry has enabled them to 
accumulate respectable stores of general 
information. There are stations in the 
Christian church for which such men are 
not fitted; and they have to contend 
with difficulties from which early classi- 
cal studies would have exempted them ; 
but, on the other hand, there are spheres 
of labour for which they are well adapt- 
ed, and in which they are often emi- 
nently useful. Accustomed to the 
habits of thought belonging to persons 
engaged in the busy scenes of life, they 
can enter into their feelings, meet their 
objections, and convey knowledge to 
their minds, more readily sometimes 
than can be done by others whose mode 
of thinking and of speaking is more 
affected by their intercourse with books. 
Having entered on the work at mature 

‘age, under the influence of long cherished 
desire, and regarding it as an indulgence 
to be thus employed, they often give 
unremitting attention to the details of 
private pastoral work, in a manner 
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which would be irksome to men of lite- 
rary taste. Such men have been in 
many cases the founders of our principal 
churches; and among the unpolished 
they often labour with marked success. 
The greater the refinement of the hearers 
the greater is the necessity for refine- 
ment in the preacher; and churches 
that enjoy the ministry of men who add 
to. other qualifications for their work 
that of sound learning, enjoy advantages 
which it becomes them to prize; but 
the most erudite of our pastors may 
often see in theirless educated brethren 
much to admire and to imitate, and in 
the success with which they are ho- 
noured by the Head of the church much 
to repress the risings of self-gratulation. 
A memoir of Mr. Chin, drawn up at 
the request of his family by the Rev. 
George Pritchard, has recently been 
published: we shall ayail ourselves 
freely of its assistance in presenting to 
the reader a brief outline of his history. 
The parents of our deceased friend 
resided at Hinton St. Mary’s, near 
Blandford, Dorsetshire, where they cul- 
tivated a small farm. Their only son, 
the youngest of nine children, was born 
there, May 16, 1778. He was trained 
to the observance of moral duties, to the 
regular perusal of the scriptures, and to 
attendance at the parish church, except 
when opportunity occurred for his 
mother to travel, with him as her com- 
panion, six or seven miles, to obtain oc- 
casional instruction of a more decidedly 
evangelical character. When about 
eight years of age, he often experienced 
keen remorse under a consciousness of 
violated duty ; he saw clearly the im- 


portance of personal religion, and could 
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not be satisfied without using a form of 
prayer. After this however his convic- 
tions died away; his temper became 
perverse, and his inclinations unsettled. 

Having an aversion to the business of 
the farm, he was apprenticed to a car- 
penter and builder residing near Bristol, 
and cheerfully walked the whole dis- 
tance, forty miles, that he might enter 
upon a vocation to which he anticipated 
that his future life would be devoted. 
He had however to endure more of la- 
borious servitude and painful privation 
than he had expected, and the propriety 
of his moral deportment also was sadly 
deteriorated, Freed from the restraints 
arising from parental inspection, the na- 
tural energy of his character was unhap- 
pily devoted to the service of sin. From 
the age of sixteen to nineteen he passed 
his days in impiety. At the expiration 
of this term, however, divine mercy in- 
terposed to check him in his sinful 
course. A poor but pious man, engaged 
in the same business as himself, observ- 
ing that his young associate in labour 
became more and more addicted to evil 
companions, ventured to administer a 
gentle but seasonable reproof. Con- 
science was awakened, and to appease 
its anguish recourse was had to external 
decorum of behaviour, and to forms of 
mechanical devotion ; but his resolu- 
tions were too feeble either to stem the 
torrent of vice, or to silence the clamours 
of his internal accuser. 

“ About this time,” says his biogra- 
pher, ‘he became a hearer of Mr. Hey, 
un eminent Independent minister, in the 
city of Bristol, to whom he appears first 
to have listened at an occasional service 
in the open air Though now much 
discouraged, he did not entirely despair 
of obtaining acceptance with God by 
his personal exertions; he, therefore, 
multiplied his endeavours, and vigo- 
rously sought by his own performances 
to meet the requirements of divine law. 
Alas! it was all in vain. The clouds of 
terror became darker, the winds of 
temptation blew a hurricane, and the 
billows of mental distress were tempes- 
tuous. In the midst of the tossings and 
agitations of this violent storm, his mind 
was mercifully directed to the Saviour 
of lost sinners as the anchorage of lis 
soul. Of his infinitely gracious charac- 
ter and all-sufficient mediation, hitherto 
he had attained to no clear and consola- 
tory discovery ; but, just in this extre- 
mity of his peril, he was led to the con- 
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templation of the words, “ What man- 
ner of man is this, that even the winds 
and the sea obey him?” Is it so? was 
the reflection: then he is able to calm 
the surges of my mind. And, having 
been brought to this happy conclusion, 
he immediately suspended the employ- 
ment in which he was at the moment 
engaged, and proceeded where awhile 
he might uninterruptedly meditate on 
the infinite glories of him who made and 
preserves all things, and to whom they 
are universally subjected. In this sove- 
reign Lord he beheld the exalted Medi- 
ator who ‘is able to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by him. 
Tins, by divine influence, his perturbed 
spirit was delightfully wafted into the 
haven of spiritual repose, from which, 
during the subsequent stages of his life, 
notwithstanding the variations in expe- 
rience, he was never, for any consider- 
able period, either driven or drawn. 

“ The nature and circumstances of the 
happy change now effected were suffi- 
ciently remarkable to excite observation, 
and its benevolent operation was soon 
exhibited in the earnestness with which 
this new disciple of the cross endea- 
voured to collect his former companions 
beneath the waving of its banner. Nor 
were these early efforts to rescue the 
perishing fruitless; for there is much 
reason to believe that several, who, by 
his persuasion, were induced to sit under 
the sound of a gospel ministry, sought 
and obtained the mercy in which he re- 
joiced. Though now a regular and 
zealous attendant upon the more public 
ordinances of religion, he for some time 
continued unconnected, as a member, 
with any Christian community, hoping, 
as by young converts is by no means 
uncommon, to attain by delay to a 
greater meetness for the privilege. At 
length, perceiving it to be the obvious 
path of duty, he united himself with the 
church in Bristol, the ministry of whose 
pastor, Mr. Hey, had been rendered emi- 
nently useful to him. Even previously 
to adopting this course, the subject of 
baptism had engaged his attention, and 
so far had he proceeded, by the assist- 
ance of the scriptures, in its examina- 
tion, as to be convinced he was unbap- 
tized ; but, being in prospect of union 
with a Peedobaptist church, and endea- * 
vouring, though without success, to re- 
concile their practice with the result of 
his inquiry, his convictions in reference 
to this ordinance did not receive that 
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unhesitating obedience to which they 
were entitled, and the subject of bap- 
tism was suffered for several years to 
remain in abeyance. After forming this 
first connexion with the visible church, 
he immediately commenced, in. associa- 
tion with several pious young men, ag- 
gressive efforts on the surrounding em- 
pire of darkness, visiling the cottages in 
the neighbourhood, addressing their in- 
habitants, endeavouring to arouse their 
inds to a serious contemplation of the 
imminent danger to which they were 
exposed as transgressors, and directing 
their attention to ‘the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sinof the world.’ 
His pastor, observing the habitual fer- 
vour of his piety, and the zeal and 
promptitude with which:he engaged in 
these self-denying services, intimated it 
as his persuasion that, ere long, he 
would be occupied in the regular dis- 
charge of the Christian ministry. 
“When the term of his apprenticeship 
expired, he was anxious to secure such 
further proficiency in his temporal pro- 
fession as is seldom to be attained in a 
provincial town. To effect this object 
he determined on retiring from a situa- 
tion endeared to him by many sacred 
associations, much enjoyment of spiri- 
tual communion, and many opportuni- 
ties for benevolent exertion, and visiting 
the metropolis. On arriving in London, 
asis too often the case, he found himself 
thrown among an immense population, 
‘without a judgment sufficiently matured 
by experience to guide his inquiries, or 
to determine his course. Mercifully for 
him his heart was fortified, by evangeli- 
cal principles, against those popular fas- 
einations with which this great city 
abounds, and by which such multitudes 
on their introduction to it are frequently 
drawn within the vortex of criminality, 
and, alas! not unfrequently disappear 
in the abyss of destruction. It is pos- 
sible, however, for the elevation of the 
moral character to be maintained, while, 
by intercourse with vagrant professors 
of religion, and incoherent teachers of 
Christianity, the freshness, purity, and 
spiritual fervour of a young mind may 
be seriously injured. London exhibits, 
both among conformists and non-con- 
formists, preachers of almost every shade 
of theological sentiment, from the proud- 
est humility of Arminianism, to the most 
daring presumption of Antinomianism ; 
and, when first exposed, in such a place, 
to the danger of hearing conflicting 
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parties continually proclaiming, ‘Lo, 
here is Christ, or lo, he is there,’ the 


| partially established often find it too 


difficult to conform to the prohibition, 
‘Go not after them, nor follow them,’ 
Numerous and affecting, indeed, are the 
instances in which persons, unprotected 
by judicious instruction, have been un- 
warily betrayed into connexions of 
which, though perhaps subsequently li- 
berated, the consequences have some- 
times been long and painfully expe- 
tienced, 

“<The ministry from which Mr. Chin 
was providentially removed, was highly 
evangelical: that on which he was in- 
duced to attend, soon after his arriyal in 
London, notwithstanding its assumed 
superiority in the abundant exhibition 
of the gospel to almost every other, was 
profanely ingenious, bitterly censorious, 
and lamentably defective. He was not 
long in discovering that under such an 
instructor he was neither likely to be 
led into all truth, nor greatly assisted in 
the cultivation and exercise of the 
Christian graces; especially those emi- 
nent fruits of the Spirit, love, gentleness, 
-and meekness. He began to perceive, 
that, as in the human structure, so in 
every scheme of instruction, the effect 
of unnatural enlargement in any part 
must be distortion, destructive not only 
of symmetry and beauty, but often pro- 
ducing a general, if not fatal unhealthi- 
ness of the entire system. While attend- 
ing in this connexion he observed also, 
and indeed felt, the withering influence 
arising from the injudicious statement of 
principles which, though immensely va- 
luable in themselves, were continually 
inculeated as mere abstractions, without 
any adequate attention to their sympathy 
with Christian affection, and their prac- 
tical bearing on personal holiness and 
united effort in the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. With deep con- 


cern he witnessed the callous indiffer- 
ence with which many of his fellow 
worshippers appeared to treat the con- 
dition of the unconverted, and finding 
that, by too frequent association with 
such persons, he was exposed to the 
danger of being overcome by the same 
paralyzing influence, he prudently de- 
termined to withdraw. 

‘Under the direction and blessing of 
divine providence, in the absence of 
those pecuniary resources which, by 
parents or friends, are so often supplied 
to persons commencing business, and 
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surrounded almost entirely by strangers, 
Mr. Chin principally relied for the suc- 
cessful prosecution of his earthly calling 
upon his skill and industry ; and in how 
large a proportion of instances, where 
considerable advances of property have 
proved unavailing to secure a prosperous 
result, have these, by persevering appli- 
cation, been rendered amply sufficient. 
‘The blessing of the Lord it maketh 
rich.’ In the neighbourhood of Horsley- 
down, which about this time he had se- 
lected as the place of his residence, a 
person of some wealth and influence, 
becoming acquainted with his valuable 
qualifications as an ingenious, active, 
and upright man in his vocation, deter- 
mined to afford him assistanee and en- 
couragement. Thus patronized and in- 
troduced to employment, he was gradu- 
ally becoming established, and that, too, 
not without flattering prospects of con- 
siderable ultimate prosperity opening to 
his view. To be ‘diligent in business,’ 
however, and‘ fervent in spirit,’ is a spi- 
ritual elevation not ordinarily attained. 
_He soon found that the too eager pur- 
suit of a lawful object may so engross 


the time and attention, as to occasion,” 


if not the absolute neglect of some para- 
mount duty, yet so diminished an obe- 
dience to its claims as to leave no doubt 
that its estimate practically is, in some 
degree at least, reduced from the posi- 
tion it previously occupied. Seldom in- 
deed does it oecur, that efforts to 
increase the amount of earthly good are 
vigorously pushed, without inflicting 
some injury on that interest which, toa 
Christian in the happiest exercises of his 
mind, is infinitely dearer than every 
other. For some time Mr. Chin dis- 
tressingly felt the deteriorating influence 
of worldly solicitude, which, without 
disturbing his religious principles, had 
seriously interfered with the earnestness 
of his devotion, and obstructed the pro- 
gress of his spiritual improvement. 
Aroused and alarmed at this state of 
fearful drowsiness which had almost in- 
sensibly stolen upon him, and carefully 
surveying the circumstances which had 
contributed to induce it, he perceived 
that, though a constant attendant on 
public worship, yet not having been 
lately in communion with a Christian 
church, ke had sustained no inconsider- 
able Joss; and, therefore, as one step 
towards recovery from the declension, 
which he now deeply lamented, he 
united with a Peedobaptist church in the 
vicinity of his residence. 
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“Some time after Mr. Chin had been a 
member of the church in Horsleydown, 
he made attempts, with the entire con~ 
currence of his pastor, in the neighbour- 
hood of London, similar to those in 
which before he left the country he was 
benevolently occupied ; and, in the year 
1800, he proceeded, under the sanetion 
of the Greenwich Tabernacle Itinerant 
Society, to visit various places, chiefly 
in the county of Kent. These visits of 
mercy to the cottages of the uninstructed 
poor were accompanied, there is reason 
to conclude, not only with advantage to 
those who from time to time were as- 
sembled in them, but also to their youth- 
ful teachers; they afforded opportuni- 
ties highly favourable to their attaining 
a facility and confidence in communi- 
cating instruction, by which, subse- 
quently, when they were introduced to 
more enlarged and publie scenes of use- 
fulness, their services were rendered 
less formidable to themselves and more 
aceeptable to their hearers. In one of 
these sabbath excursions, Mr. Chin, and 
an itinerant associate, in their way to- 
wards Erith, observing on Lessness 
Heath, a group of unoccupied persons in 
the attire of labourers, determined to 
pause, and on that spot, for the first 
time, erect the standard of the cross. 
At the suggestion of Mr. Chin, his com- 
panion delivered a short discourse, he 
engaging in the devotional part of the 
service. The audience, which during 
the exercise increased to forty persons, 
being attentive and appearing much in- 
terested, the preachers were encouraged, 
and, before the congregation dispersed, 
Mr. Chin was induced to announce that 
it was his intention to renew the inter- 
view with them on the following Lord’s- 
day. The proposed visit to those vil- 
lagers occurred August 17, 1800, and, by 
the arrangement he was on this occasion 
to be the preacher. His text was Matt. 
iv. 17, ‘From that time Jesus began to 
preach, and to say, Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Such 
was the commencement ef the cause at 
Lessness Heath, in which Mr. Chin ever 
afterwards took a deep interest, and 
which, attended with the ordinary alter- 
nations of prosperity and adversity, is 
yet continued. 

“ During a considerable part of the 
time that Mr. Chin had continued a 
member of the church in Horsleydown, 
his mind had been again much exercised 
on the subject of Christian baptism. 


That he was unbaptized there remained 
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no doubt upon his mind ; nor was it less 
evident to him that it was the will of 
the Saviour that all his disciples should 
follow him in this divine institution, yet, 
as in a multitude of similar instances, 
up to this time, his principles and his 
practice, in relation to this solemn rite, 
were directly at variance. At length, 
~however, the time had fully arrived 
when, in his case, frivolous excuses 
eould no longer be suffered to obstruct 
the path of obedience. In itinerating 
excursions he had already been much 
associated with several pious young men, 
members of the Baptist church in Church 
Street, Blackfriars, of which for so many 
years the late highly esteemed Rev. 
James Upton was the pastor; than 
whom it would be difficult to refer to a 
minister who possessed so many excel- 
lencies, and who discovered so few de- 
fects—remembered and affectionately 
regarded by the writer of these pages 
more than forty years. To him Mr. 
Chin applied for baptism, which having 
been administered, he, together with his 
beloved companion, preyiously bap- 
tized, were received into the commu- 
nion of that church. Here he considered 
it to be no less his privilege than his 
duty, to solicit the judgment of his pas- 
tor and the members of the church upon 
the important subject of his continuing 
to go forth as a preacher of the gospel. 
By his speaking repeatedly in the pre- 
sence of this numerous church and its 
respected pastor, ample opportunity 
was afforded for considering and re- 
plying to this weighty inquiry. After 
mature deliberation, he was informed, 
that it was their united opinion he 
should be encouraged to minister the 
divine word, in subordination to such 
openings for the exercise of his gifts. as 
the providence of God might present ; 
and, in prayerful connexion with this 
decision upon his case, he was solemnly 
inducted into the more regular discharge 
of the Christian ministry. 

“Shortly after Mr. Chin had been in- 
troduced to the church under the care 
of Mr. Upton, he was solicited to exer- 
cise his ministry at Dunstable, which he 
did for some time on every alternate 
Lord’s day. On one of these occasions, 
in which both minister and congregation 
had been indulged with more than an 
ordinary measure of enjoyment in their 
attendance upon public worship, Mr. 
Chin was urged to accept an invitation 
to preach there statedly for several 


months, with the design, no doubt, of 
such probationary services terminating 
in his permanent settlement as their 
pastor. Under impressions of mind, at 
the moment, not at all adverse to com- 
pliance with this request, and, it being 
represented to him that delay was un- 
desirable, he intimated his assent. Calm 
reflection, however, upon what had 
taken place, discovered to him that 
there had been too much of precipitance 
in his decision, and his judgment was 
now aroused to deliberate and deter- 
mine upon certain weighty points, to 
which sufficient previous consideration 
had not been given. Alarmed, agitated, 
distressed, he hesitated to retract, he 
feared to go forward ; thoughtful through 
the day, and wakeful during the night, 
he was oppressed in his spirit, and ear- 
nestly prayed for deliverance. It ar- 
rived ; but not through the medium of 
any interposition by which he had anti- 
cipated his possible escape. He was at 
this time prosperous, and in much re- 
quest in his temporal avocation. Being 
sent for to inspect a building supposed 
to be in danger of falling, and perceiving 
that promptitude in the application of 
means for its support was essential to 
its safety, he immediately united with 
the men in his employ in vigorous efforts 
to make the necessary arrangements, 
and while intensely engaged in the pur- 
suit of this object, he inflicted so severe 
a wound on his right leg as to require 
immediate surgical aid. Induced by his 
anxiety to secure the building, he ven- 
tured, even after this, to render his per- 
sonal assistance, which so much aggra- 
vated the injury he had just sustained 
that it became necessary. he should be 
conyeyed home, where for several weeks 
he was confined to his chamber, and 
subsequently for a much longer period 
he was restricted from occupying him- 
self in anything requiring physical effort. 
By this painful visitation his prayers in 
relation to Dunstable were answered ; 
the engagement was necessarily post- 
poned, and does not appear ever after to 
have been renewed. In this event he 
saw, he felt, he said—* Thy way is in 
the sea, and thy path in the great wa- 
ters; and thy footsteps are not known.’ 
Before he became quite convalescent he 
was visited by one of the deacons of the 
newly formed church at Walworth, com- 
missioned to solicit his ministerial as- 
sistance as soon as his returning strength 
would permit ; to which he consented. 
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“The promised visit appears to have 
been made early in 1806, and to have 
been very favourably received ; for, at a 
church meeting, holden on the 10th of 
February in that year, it was unani- 
mously determined that Mr, Chin should 
be invited to supply the pulpit for three 
months, with which be complied. At 
the same meeting, it having been found 
that the place in which they assembled, 
though a school-room of some capacity, 
was too limited to accommodate their 
increasing congregation, it was resolved, 
‘That this church do agree and unite to 
build a place in the most eligible situa- 
tion that can be obtained for that pur- 
pose.’ Immediately upon the passing 
of this resolution, one of the deacons 
stated that ground for the purpose of 
building might be obtained in a new 
street, called Lion Street, Walworth, in 
the parish of Newington, Surrey; and 
so prompt and decisive were these 
movements, that before thé meeting ad- 
journed it was unanimously voted, that 
the brother who had made this report 
should be empowered to secure a suffi- 
cient extent of ground for the accom- 
plishment of their contemplated object.” 

It was not till near the close of the 
following year that Mr, Chin accepted 
the pastoral office which was repeatedly 
pressed upon him by the affectionate 
people to whom he ministered. He was 
restrained from acceding to their wishes 
partly by diffidence respecting his quali- 
fications for the work, and partly by 
fear that the claims of his increasing 
family might prove to be too much for 
the infant interest to meet, and hesita- 
tion as to the propriety of subjecting 
them to a slender if not a precarious 
maintenance. In the interval the new 
place of worship was built; and Mr. 
Chin was at length ordained to the pas- 
torate, Dec. 29, 1807. 

Mr. Chin’s labours were acceptable to 
the people of his charge and attractive 
to others, so that repeated enlargements 
of the chapel took place, the cost of 
which was defrayed with cheerful 
promptitude. A  Sunday-school was 
established ; societies were formed for 
promoting the best interests of the 
neighbourhood, and assisting in missions 
to the heathen ; and minister and people 
co-operated harmoniously in the service 
of Christ. At the end of twenty years, 
it is said, “So copious had been the 
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labours of Mr. Chin, that, from thirty- 
six members originally forming the 
church, it had now increased to more 
than three hundred.” 

The physical powers of Mr. Chin, 
which though naturally vigorous had 
been perhaps excessively tasked, gave 
way evidently at the close of the year 
1830. ‘“ He had indefatigably laboured 
for twenty-three years in an arduous 
service, which demands all the heart, 
and all the mind, and all the strength, of 
those who, as he did, conscientiously 
surrender themselves to its claims. In 
the office which he so usefully and ho- 
nourably filled, there are ‘ fightings 
within and fears without,’ private and 
public trials, the operation of which, 
upon the apprehensive spirit and the 
fragile body, is only known to those who 
pass through them ; and even its high 
and holy enjoyments waste the mortal 
energies. To Mr. Chin preparation for 
the pulpit—and he was not accustomed 
to preach without preparation—was or- 
dinarily an effort more exhausting than 
to many of his ministering brethren. In 
delivering his discourses, his beloved 
charge frequently feared that his anima- 
tion would prove too much for his 
bodily strength ; yet the usual fervour 
of his mind, while speaking in public, 
appeared involuntarily to carry him be- 
yond the precise boundary which affec- 
tionate solicitude would have placed as 
the utmost limit of its exercise ; and oc- 
casionally seemed even to refuse sub- 
mission to the salutary restraint which 
his own reflection had determined him 
to impose. 

* At length, however, the effect of 
these continued exertions, content no 
longer with distantly hinting that the 
consequence might become speedily se- 
rious, in terms less equivocal and more 
imperative, demanded a practical atten- 
tion to its rapidly advancing influence, 
beyond that which had hitherto been 
conceded to its more mild remon- 
strances. In a word, Mr. Chin found 
his strength to be declining; and, fear- 
ing that the interests of the church in 
Lion Street, to which from its com- 
mencement he had unreservedly conse- 
crated all his powers, which, in con- 
nexion with his unceasing superintend- 
ence, had arrived at such a prosperous 
maturity, and which was interwoven 
with every fibre of his heart, might, 


showers of heavenly blessing which had | through his diminished energies, languish 
accompanied the spiritual and energetic | and decline, of which he discovered, or 
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at least thought he did, some indications 
beginning already to appear, he became 
earnestly solicitous that some ‘measure 
should be adopted which, under God, 
might avert a calamity, any tendency to 
which he could not but anxiously depre- 
cate. To one of his friends, therefore, 
in whose judgment and affection he was 
accustomed to repose confidence, he 
suggested what the circumstances of the 
case appeared to him to require, and his 
own readiness to make the sacrifice that 
might be necessary, in order to secure 
the object—the services of a junior mi- 
nister or co-pastor. Mr. Chin was, at 
this time, under sixty years of age, and 
it was thought that nervous depression 
might have presented a gloomy picture 
to his mind which had no corresponding 
original ; in fact he was induced, by the 
cheering conversation of his friend, to 
hope that his health and spirits might be 
so revived, and even established, as to 
justify the postponement of such an 
arrangement to a much later period in 
his history.” 

In the commencement of 1834, there 
appearing to be no prospect of his re- 
suming his public engagements, the 
church, with his concurrence, made 
choice of Mr. Green as co-pastor. He 
was designated on the 22nd of October 
in that year, and it is remarked by Mr. 
Chin’s biographer, that “although the 
pleasure he derived from the solemn 
transactions of that memorable day was 
very obyious, yet even those pleasurable 
feelings, conneeted with the short exer- 
cise in which he was engaged in the 
progress of the services, were nearly too 
much for his few remains of strength, as 
became painfully apparent in his pallid 
countenance, feeble voice, and infirm 
step. , 

* Previously to this public act, Mr. 
Chin had received Mr. Green into the 
fellowship of the church in Lion Street ; 
on which interesting occasion he re- 
marked, ‘The giving up the pastoral 
office has always been considered a 
solemn act. Moses, previously to his 
death, gave Joshua a charge. Dayid did 
the same to Solomon. John the Baptist 
said of the Saviour, ‘He must increase, 
but I must decrease.’ Jesus Christ, 
previously to his ascension, commanded 
his apostles to. go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. 
And Paul, when he had finished his 
course, exhorted Timothy to proceed 


with the work, and to commit the things ' 


which he had heard to faithful men, who 
should teach others also. And I, at the 
close of my public ministrations, admit 
you to this church, in conformity with 
the practice of Baptist churches, who 
elect their officers from among them- 
selves, in order that you may take upon 
yourself the pastoral office. “It is an im- 
portant occasion for the church, because 
they have erected a convenient meeting 
house, with suitable appendages, and 
haye established various institutions, the 
prosperity or decline of which is con- 
nected with the proceedings of this day. 
It is an important day for you who have, 
at the request of the church, left a place 
where you were happy and useful. You 
have, however, come amongst a kind 
and sympathizing people, who never 
gave me cause to regret that I gave up 
my business and accepted the pastoral 
office, and to whom | have always felt 
that I might confidently appeal for the 
supply of my wants.’ ” 

** From the attack in August, 1833, to 
the period of his dissolution, Mr. Chin 
could not be said to have at all returned 
to health. Paroxysms of suffering, not 
easy to endure, with merciful intervals 
of comparative ease, gratefully acknow- 
ledged, were almost his constant com- 
panions,—week after week, and month 
after month. During the lengthened pe- 
riod of his affliction he several times 
visited the country,—frequently Seven- 
oaks, in Kent ; and those changes appear 
generally to have had a salutary influ- 
ence, both upon the body and the 
mind.” 

His last days were days of great pain 
and debility, but of much mental sere- 
nity and affectionate intercourse with 
the objects of his tenderest love. A few 
hours before his removal, one of his 
daughters, seeing his end fast approach- 
ing, said to him, “ ‘ My dear father, you 
will soon see those in glory who will be 
stars in your crown—those to whom 
you have been so useful; they aresurely 
waiting to welcome you to glory.’ With 
a sweet smile, he said, ‘I shall,’ and 
with deep humility continued, ‘but all 
I want is, that I may be found in Him 
accepted in the -beloved,’ and then, 
looking stedfastly upwards, exclaimed, 
‘My God, my Saviour,—dear Lamb,— 
precious blood,—eternity will be too 
short to praise thee for thy mercies.’ 
Just before his departure, he asked for a 
Bible, requested his youngest daughter 
to read to him the 19th chapter of John, 
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and, when she came to the 30th verse, 
he placed her finger on the words, ‘It 
is finished ;’ and then said, ‘I leave you 
these words, my dear child, as my dying 
text, the same as Christ left to his sor- 
rowing disciples, to show you the work of 
redemption is complete,—ever value it, 


my child, and live upon it.’ He conti- 
nued in prayer almost incessantly, until 
his spirit took its flight ; the last words 
that were audible were, ‘Come, Saviour, 
come, and take me to thy bosom ;’ and 
so saying, he fell asleep, August 28, 
1839, in the 67th year of his age.” 
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Havine been spared another year, we 
should cherish sentiments of the deepest 
eee and praise to our heavenly 

ather for his providential protection. 
Whatever changes may have taken place 
in our personal affairs, or revolutions 
have been experienced in the world, it 
is delightful to remember that all events 
are under the guidance of heaven. The 
heart of the ungodly man may “ fail” him, 
when ‘‘ looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth;” but the 
Christian, who loses his own insufficiency 
in the fulness of infinite perfection, that 
he may have his mind stayed upon God, 
shall be ‘‘ kept in perfect peace.” 

The glory of the gospel system ap- 
pears in a pre-eminent manner, when 
we consider that every truth revealed in 
the sacred volume is of a holy and prac- 
ticalnature. The unity of God requires 
that he should be the only object of our 
worship, and his spirituality requires 
that we should worship him in spirit and 
in truth. The justice of God demands 
our fear, his holiness requires our purity, 
his merey inspires us with hope, and his 
superintending providence over the af- 
fairs of every individual, as well as that 


of nations, should lead us to look to! 


him for constant protection, heavenly 
guidance, and divine support.” The de- 
vout observance of providence is in per- 
fect harmony with the dictates of reason, 
as well as the principles of eternal 
truth. There seems to be a necessary 
connexion between the belief of a God, 
and that of his providential wisdom, 
power, and goodness, in over-ruling the 
affairs of the children of men. As Jeho- 
vah speaks like himself in his word, so 
he acts like himself in his providential 
arrangements in the economy of the 
universe. The Christian sees. God in 


everything, and will ever delight to re- 
gard the work of the Lord by consider- 
ing “the operation of his hands.” 
« Trust in the Lord with all thine heart,” 
says Solomon, “and lean not to thine 
own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he will direct thy 
paths.” 

The superintendence of divine provi- 
dence requires the activity of Christians. 
The providence of God does not super- 
sede the necessity of our activity, or de- 
stroy the importance of our using means 
even to accomplish those things which 
are agreeable to the divine will. The 
land of Canaan was promised to the Is- 
raelites for a possession, and God 
watched over all their movements until 
this promise was faithfully accomplished, 
yet they were obliged to be active in 
using all lawful means,.as the Canaan- 
ites would not give up anything only 
at the point of the sword. Jehovah has 
promised that seed time and _ harvest 
shall never fail ; but it is still necessary 
for the husbandman to plough and sow, 
for the sun to shine and the showers to 
descend, in order that the harvest may 
appear and be realized in a state of per- 
fection. God has promised that Jesus 
shall have the heathen for his inheritance 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
his possession ; yet ministers must go 
forth, prosecuting every department of 
missionary labour with untiring zeal be- 
fore this prophecy can be fulfilled. The 
superintending providence of God, how- 
ever, is calculated to encourage us in 
our work, knowing that he will ulti- 
mately defeat all the designs of every 
enemy, guide the honest labours of 
every Christian, and finally crown them 
with triumphant success. 

The obscurity of divine providence 
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requires the patience of Christians. The 
providence of God is sometimes dark 
and very mysterious, but every event is 
guided by infinite wisdom, and con- 
trolled by omnipotent power. In times 
of persecution, in days of affliction, and 
i seasons of death, we must recognise 
the hand of God, and manifest a quiet 
submission to his holy will.” The time 
when many of our mercies are received 
adds greatly to their worth, and the 
seasonableness of our deliverances. will 
be cause for lively gratitude and con- 
stant praise. The Lord wrought deliv- 
_ erance for Moses and Israel at the Red 
Sea just at the moment of danger. A 
ram was provided for Abraham, at the 
very time he required, to spare his be- 
loved son. And the Lord showed Ha- 
gar a well of water, at the moment of 
necessity, in order that she might give 
the lad drink. How providentially the 
Lord delivered David out of the hands 
of Saul, and Peter out of prison !—thus 
showing us that on every occasion he 
“knoweth how to deliver the godly out 
of temptation,” while he “reserves the 
ungodly unto the day of judgment.” 
On some occasions we shall be led to 
admire the wisdom of God in raising up 
instruments to assist us when we least 
expected, and strangers may be stirred 
up to do that for us which a friend de- 
clined. Jonathan assisted David; the 
barbarians were kind to Paul; and 
Christians have often been favoured with 
friends from the most unexpected quar- 
ter. The dark and mysterious events of 
providence are often inscrutable; con- 
sequently we should never waste our 
time in prying into those things which 
ean never be known ; but, from deliver- 
ances of this nature, feel encouraged to 
trust in God, and faithfully persevere in 
the paths of righteousness, knowing that 
he is “ able to do more abundantly above 
all that we ask or think.” 

The equity of divine providence re- 
quires the_confidence of Christians. God 
is too wise to err, and too good to be 
unkind. We are governed with the 
highest wisdom, the greatest goodness, 
and omnipotent power; therefore, we 
should feel resigned under every event 
of life, and never manifest a spirit of 
censure, resistance, or even complaint. 
Seeing that all our affairs, whether great 
or small, are under the providential di- 
rection of God, we should not be cast 
down in seasons of sorrow, distrustful 
in times of adversity, or proud in days 
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of prosperity. What a train of trifling 
events, comparatively speaking, were 
overruled by divine providence for the 
elevation of David toathrone. Every 
event has its own determined direction, 
and we often find that the smallest inci- 
dents of our lives are sometimes preg- 
nant with matters which terminate in 
the greatest result. Whatever darkness 
may encompass our path, we must always 
exercise unshaken confidence in the 
equity of God. We must not commit 
the least sin, to escape the greatest 
danger. If ever we seek to escape any 
evil, to which we may imagine that we 
are exposed, by practices of an unlawful 
nature, we may rest assured that the 
evils we thus wish to avoid will often be 
pulled down upon our own heads. In 
the darkest dispensation of divine provi- 
dence the Christian may say— 


“ Tt is the Lord; should I distrust 
Or contradict his will, 

Who cannot do but what is just, 
And must be righteous still ?” 


The universality of divine providence 
requires the contentment of Christians. 
“The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord,” and things are never so 
prosperous, or Christians so happy, as 
when, with a meek and quiet spirit, they 
contentedly submit to the will of Jeho- 
vah. Health and life, prosperity and 
adversity, times of affliction and seasons 
of joy, are all measured out unto us by 
the wisdom of God. What should dis- 
turb the Christian when he feels assured 
that he is guided by infinite wisdom, and 
guarded by almighty power? We be- 
hold the apostle passing through almost 
every change of an afflictive nature, yet 
he is never heard complaining at the 
providence of the Lord. His “ perils” 
were many, and his self-denial great ; 
yet he says, “1 have learned in what- 
soever state I am, therewith to be con- 
tent.” From the example of Paul we 
may turn to the example of Jesus, who 
was “a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief;” yet in the midst of the 
greatest sorrow, and while enduring the 
most agonizing pain, he says, “ Not my 
will, but thine be done.” 

Christian brethren, let us lay aside our 
own wisdom, and sit at the feet of Jesus, 
In the present life “we know but in 
part,” and cannot comprehend all the 
providential arrangements of Jehovah 
that are transpiring in the world around 
us. Men of enlightened minds and un- 
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sanctified hearts may quarrel with God 
because they cannot reconcile the free 
agency of man with his over-ruling pro- 
vidence, and say that “the way of the 
Lord is not equal ;”’ but let us rejoice 
that “the steps of a good man are or- 
dered by the Lord.” Unto the Christian 
“all things work together for good,” 
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therefore let us say with David, “ Thou 
shalt guide me with thy counsel, and 
afterwards receive me to glory. 
“ You in his wisdom, power, and grace, 
May confidently trust ; 
His wisdom guides, his power protects, 
His grace rewards the just.” 


Ballina. 
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BY THE REY. ALEXANDER CARSON, A.M. 


1 CorinTHIANS Vi. 

Berween the most upright men there 
may often be a difference of judgment 
with respect to matters of property. 
Hence occasions of dispute and litiga- 
tion. Instances of this sort had occurred 
in the church at Corinth; and the 
brethren, instead of settling their dif- 
ferences by the arbitration of persons 
selected from their own members, had 
continued to appeal to the judgment of 
the courts of law. This was highly 
blamed by the apostle, as being injurious 
to the character of Christianity, and an 
insult to their own body. When a case 
has gone through every gradation of le- 
gal appeal, what have we but the judg- 
ment of men; and men who are cer- 
tainly not more interested in doing jus- 
tice to the paxties than arbitrators 
nominated from: their brethren? No 
court can have so good an opportunity 
of examining and knowing the case. 
Their connexion with the parties, and 
their local situation, give judges from 
among themselves every advantage. 
Can any court have so tender a concern 
for the credit and interests of both par- 
ties? True, indeed, there may be some 
important matters in question which re- 
quire a legal knowledge beyond what 
may be possessed by any of the brethren. 
But when this is the case, there is no- 
thing to prevent the brethren appointed 
to judge from taking proper legal advice 
on the point at issue. They will do this 
as effectually, and more cheaply, than 
both parties could do, and each to con- 
sult separately for himself. And when 
legal opinion is taken in this manner, 
there is no fear of excitement to legal 
appeal, Such a settlement of differences 


has every advantage, and is free of 
many serious disadvantages which lie 
against law-suits. 

Hence we see the wisdom of provi- 
Genee in ordaining the very faults of the 
Corinthian Christians to be for our 
learning. It was from their misconduct 
in this matter that occasion was given 
for the record of this law of Christ. And 
the law is contained in no other form 
than as a record of the reproof of the 
apostle. Consequently, to those not ae- 
quainted with the peculiar style of the 
divine wisdom im conveying the will of 
God this law lies hid. They read the 
transaction without perceiving a law 
binding on Christians in every age. 
They make no conscience of settling dif- 
ferences among Christians about the 
the things of this world in the way 
pointed out by the apostle. This is one 
of the features of revelation that is of so 
peculiar a cast that it proves the scrip- 
tures to be from God. Instead of draw- 
ing up an article on the subject with all 
the forms and minuteness of-an act of 
parliament, the providence of the Lord 
supplied an example, and the Spirit of 
the Lord inspired the apostle to give a 
law indirectly by reproof. Innumerable 
examples of this nature may be found in 
the scriptures, ; 

Some, however, appear to stretch the 
law beyond its just extent, and regard 
it as unwarrantable in any case to appeal 
to law. They think that a Christian 
should rather lose his property than go 
to law about it. The law given by the 
apostle in this place has no such import. 
It forbids law-suits only when both par- 
ties are brethren in Christ. The opinion 
that a Christian should in no case appeal 
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to Jaw would, if acted on, soon strip be- 
lievers of all their property, and endan- 

er their lives. The cross of Christ is 

eavy enough ; there is no occasion to 
earry a load of lumber along with. it. 
Civil law, though not necessary among 
Christians, is to the Christian the great- 
est blessing. Without it he would soon 
be devoured by the innumerable sharks 
which lie about the ship which carries 
Christ and his people. To trust in pro- 
vidence, without using the means which 
God has commanded and provided, is 
not faith but presumption. This is the 
snare in which the devil thought to take 
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Tur small map which accompanies 
“the present number will be useful both 
to residents in the metropolis and to 
visiters. Persons who are removing to 
London will especially find it service- 
able, as it will show them what places 
of worship of the Baptist denomination 
are within a practicable distance of their 
new habitations, and assist them in de- 
termining of whose pastoral ministrations 
they can most advantageously avail 
themselves. A general idea of the local- 
ity of a chapel may be easily derived 
fromh it, though it was necessary toadopt 
a scale too small to exhibit the precise 
spot and its approaches, especially in 
those instances in which meeting-houses 
are situated, as ‘too many of them are, in 
courts or alleys, or other obscure places. 

It should be distinctly understood, 
that the map does not professedly in- 
clude every place of worship connected 
with churches in the metropolis prac- 
tising believers’ baptism, An attempt 
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our Lord. Placing him on the pinnacle 
of the temple, he said, “ Cast thyself 
down, for it is written, He will give his 
angels charge concerning thee: and in 
their hands they shall bear thee up, lest 
at any time thou dash thy foot against a 
stone.” Here he sought to separate the 
end and the means—to make Jesus look 
for safety without taking proper caution 
about his life. But he replied by another 
passage of scripture, “Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God.” If we look 
for the protection of providence, we 
must avail ourselves of all the means of 
safety which providence affords us. 


AND NEAR LONDON. 


to construct a map so comprehensive 
would have been vain and delusive. It 
is believed that this includes— 

1. All the churches belonging to the 
London Association, with the exception 
of that at Tottenham which is situated 
too far north to come within the bound- 
ary. 

2. All the churches within the bound- 
ary whose pastors are members of the 
Particular Baptist Board. 

3. All the churches within the bound- 
ary belonging to the New Connexion of 
General Baptists. 

4, A few other churches who are be- 
lieved to be well-disposed towards the 
principal societies supported by the de- 
nomination. 

The following list attaches to each 
church the name of its pastor; and, 
wherever they have been ascertained, 
the seasons of public service on Lord’s 
days, and the evening of the weekly lec- 
ture. 


Alfred Place, Kent Road ............ PW YOUNG oii o2 se ccc cccccsccsccccatocntvecsaee Sesescesssesersccoseeasave 
Alie Street, Goodman’s Fields ...... Remet re le cIOlier teas poke vescr marca ke tuas sasisel seins cpeapecetacensaveaass’s 
RAGbETSER qesssssasspes-crr -enrspecseevess Si M. Soule ...c.ceccerspeees Association m. C. we. We 
Blandford Street, Manchester Sq.... W. B. Bowes .......-cseceee seseesseererees Tit, sec (fle Soni Gajoas WW 
Borough Road, Southwark ........... J. Stevenson, A.M.......... Gen. Bap. “Mm. ........- €. ws. We 
Brick Lane, Old Street .........00+++ Shae AP ROEM, eck caasavesssdeces pasts <eedrer src Msn scaacers Paeeetit, 
Brompton (Alexander Square)...... H. H. Dobney ........-2++.+ Association m. .......+. e.... th, 
Buttesland Street, East Road ...... Jo Rothery ........cccresseseee srecreeeerevees HiT at AOC e.... th, 
Camberwell (Coldharbour Lane)... E. Steane ....:.::ssseeeressees Association m, ......... e. ... th. 
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Church Street, Blackfriars’ Road... Jos. Davis .......sssossecerveee Association M, ... & oC... th. 
Church Street, Paddington........... Jabez Burns........... Retiese Gen» Bap, %m:)!.2a.... es sts th, 
Clapham ......sceccccccessessnnsssceecses tesseecesesernceserens PREC BONIREOA CEE RCRA HD) cpasesscceal@c 
Commercial Road .......sssccereseccee Fe Wallis ...ssscceeee Heder (GODS BAD, 01. sds AsxeseCraeith, 
Meptiord.s10c5+-be-cssees sseddewerd J. Kingsford ..........000008 Poem Ay aa conee Recancsnecseesstetins toca 
Devonshire Square, Bishopsgate ... J. H. Hinton, A.M......... Association m. ......... @, ».. th. 
Eagle Street, Holborn ............+4+ R. W. Overbury ......... ... Association m, ... a. ... @. ... We 
East Street, Walworth ............00+ SP Hamblin Zeiss Geoceoecsocens HN Piveaseosa eee. the 
Eldon Street, Finsbury ............... J. B. Shenstone .......... So liapaacsasaenetes f. ev. & sat. m. a, 
BN RRL ievscteten alee D. Jones, (Welch Church) ...........-.+. M, «4. ds «. @ 
Fetter Lane, Holborn............0s0+s Ss VEY Wrccslove! adervetteter ae ettccccanees m, ss e. 
Grafton Street, Soho ...........ss00008 SW SAW SIMATAS Mt cccnsc<-ceaeree jcaseossresasea MM. sescocese C. «0. We 
Hackney (Mare Street)...........00. F, A. Cox, D.D., LL.D... Association m....a.... e,... th, 
Henrietta Street, Hunter Street ... W. A. Salter ............... Association m, ......... e. 
Horsley Street, Walworth ............ R, G. Lemaire ............00 Association m. ......... Th howe 
Islington Greene. wcsiccateress co cieeia ae stendaccescue aw adeddaere ence eaien/hovscnedecabudes TA Wiccdeces Ciicce We 
Jamaica Row, Rotherhithe ......... Wis) DOW Civ csaesaor: saawene's waaantavatassanevnct anerterociectias eid Perf, 
John’s Street, Grays Inn Lane...... J. H. Evans, A.M. ......00. cree eeeaeneras Tie eeiemets ee cece J 
Keppell Street, Russell Square eee Wo PRoile . cacceescasaceee Roesvaulsanneaeey SiGe ccencuese e 

Lion Street, Walworth ............. <0, Greeny. ss..2 Race cauleneaee Association Mm, ......... @.... th: 
Lambeth (Regent Street) ............ ASCH DoE ey erected .-... Association m....a....e.... th. 
Maze Pond, Bermondsey .........00. J» Aldis........cs0ssccceseseees Association M.... a. ......... th. 
Old ordp Bowls cccscccserectcttsaecess. W aNorton.: cscsesesesses Pe, Seer oe Is Sani Bs ces Ge.cot bly 
Park Street, Southwark Bridge..... J. Angus, A.M. ............ Association m. ......... e. 
Poplar ..... Miedus¥cctesseuactnetepesessas Je (Upton s. <ssarceasces scanners Association m, ... a ... @. ... W. 
Paddington (Edward Street)......... ssccccsssssseseee oudeseaeen acanssolf RON.) DAD MIMsEh cates tay Consens 
Prescott Street, Goodman’s Fields., C. Stovel ...........ssecceeee Association m. .. a... e 
Salter’s Hall, Cannon Street......... S.J. Davis t. taaetvccseesonee Association Mm. ......... @, cee thi. 
Shadwell (Shakspear’s Walk) ...... 'T. Moores. .vagaseesssa ogee Abn eebioc ne ID, n0s Be ove Qs ase We 
Shoreditch (Providence Chapel) ... W. Miall ........ Wesscccsensd “seesesecccocses MMs sccaseeess Bates We 
Soho Chapel, Oxford Street ......... G.Conmb),....cesanceceeeees eee Scene mts savaceuect avensecone ane 
Somers Town, Chapel Street ....... C. Carpenter.....eccccsssssscs ceessecssssesee My secees tse) 1@s.5.. ths 
Spencer Place, Goswell Street ...... J. Peacock. cccese nese Association m. .,. e623 tu 
MbOpME Vs GTECN leasescectesaasannessverces WH. Murchs DoD en cncrscnse se coves My oo. & «2. Co... tUL 
Trinity Square, Southwark ......... B. Lewis........0 eoee sanees Uae Te ePa shines Sens sanan peta 
Unicorn Yard, Southwark............ D. Denham.......... Scurene pcbveanciecbtpereeuar tates secuncbeccterees 
SWiater loo [ROAd. Macs sacsuccssseeseesstees G. Francies .......... seseeeee Association m. Os eacth. 
WaldiStreettarc.sctecsrercencasesn cere. C. Woollacott...,......0...... Association m....a,... ¢ . th, 


It is scarcely possible that this attempt 
to do what has never been done before 
should be free. from inaccuracies ; but if 
correct information is forwarded to the 
editor, he will be glad to rectify any im- 
portant errors which may be discovered. 

Within the boundaries of this map 
there is a space about eight miles in 
length, from west to east, and about 


six in width, from north to south. The 
number of residents in this space is pro- 
bably not less than 1,700,000. Divide 
this number by forty-seven, the number 
of churches specified, and it will be seen 
that the proportion of religious instrue- 
tion furnished thus to the inhabitants of 
the metropolis is astonishingly meagre. 
There are few parts of the kingdom so 
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badly supplied with Baptist churches in 
proportion to the population as London. 
There are forty-seven churches in this 
list: it may be that two or three are 
omitted that should have been enume- 
rated, say therefore fifty churches, and 
dividing the population by fifty, it will 
be seen that there is a population of 
34,000 persons to each of these fifty 
churches ! This is far below the average 
proportion for England and Wales. 
While laudable endeavours have been 
made to establish churches in villages 
throughout the land, the metropolis has 
been so neglected that the provision 
made for its wants by our denomination 
is far below that made for the country at 
large. The statement is borne out by 
the statistical accounts furnished by the 
Baptist Union. There the number of 
churches is rated higher, Baptist church- 
es of every kind being enumerated ; and 
the population specified is the smaller 
population of the census taken ten years 
ago. The gross number of Baptist 
churches in England and Wales, is, 
according to the Report of the Union, 
1520, and the population (in 1831) 
13,894,572 ; this is one church to 9,430 
persons. But the number of churches 
in Middlesex and Surrey it states to be 
108, and the population (in 1831) 
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1,844,867 ; that is, one church to 17,082 
persons. Nay, incredible as it would 
seem were it not demonstrable by figures, 
if we include Scotland, where Baptists 
have always been proverbially few, and 
Ireland—poor benighted Ireland, where 
popery counts its millions—even then, it 
will be found that the metropolis is be- 
low the average of the whole country in 
its number of Baptist churches. In the 
whole United Empire, the proportion is, 
it appears, one Baptist church to 14,867 
persons, there being 1,614 churches 
among the twenty-four millions of the 
last census; while in the counties of 
Middlesex and Surrey, according to the 
same scale, there is but one Baptist 
church to 17,000 people. There are in 
the map certain spots exhibiting groups 
of churches, but when it is remembered 
that one square inch includes rather 
more than a square mile, it will be seen 
that each of these places of worship is 
surrounded by an immense number of 
human habitations. In other large dis- 
tricts, on the contrary, there are few or 
no chapels of our denomination: West- 
minster, containing 200,000 persons, and 
its suburbs, are apparently, as far as 
Baptists are concerned, very nearly a 
barren waste. 
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Srvc, heavenly Muse, of that thrice-hallowed star, 
Bright presage of the birth of Israel’s king, 
Which shed its Justrous beamings from afar 
To lead the sages in their wandering ;— 
And with celestial guidance thence did bring 


The wondering m 


i to Messiah’s feet, 


Where, in ecstatic joy, they worshipping, 
Poured forth a princely oblation, and meet, 
Of costly golden gifts, and odorous spices sweet, 


_Can mortal tongue depict those glorious rays, 
Which at his advent circled Bethlehem’s plain? 
Can mortal numbers hymn those blissful lays 
That ushered in the great Redeemer’s reign ?— 
An angel’s harp must catch an angel’s strain, 
Rehearse to earthly ears the holy song, 
And echo back “ peace and good-will” again, 
Ere o’er our dormant souls such notes prolong 
As on the shepherds fell from that seraphic throng. 


Lo! Prophecy appears, to break the seals 
Of her vast volume writ in every age, 

And points to Bethlehem’s babe, who now reveals 
Complete fulfilment of each truthful page. 


“ A Star in Jacob” 
“ Shiloh” is come; “ 


ides the pilgrim-sage ; 
Priest for ever’ brings 


His mediatorial incense, wrath to assuage 5 “ 
“The Sun of Righteousness with healing wings” | 
Hath risen on the world, and heaven with rapture sings. 


Canterbury, Nov, 1840, 
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Memoirs and Remains of the Rev. JoHN 
GRIFFIN, of Portsea. By his Sons. Lon- 
don: 8vo. pp. 532, Price 10s. 6d. 


We confess ourselves to be of that 
extensive circle of friends amongst whom 
a feeling of regret has prevailed, through 
the delay that has occurred in the pub- 
lication of the present work. At the 
same time, however, we most readily 
acknowledge, that our protracted expec- 
tation is more than compensated by re- 
ceiving a volume so well worth waiting 
for. 

The subject of these memoirs was no 
ordinary man, and the biographical por- 
traiture which is here drawn out is re- 
plete with interest and instruction. 
Never, indeed, is knowledge communi- 
cated in a form so impressive as when 
thrown into the light of example. Pre- 
ceptive teaching is necessarily abstract, 
having no alliance with the senses, the 
medium through which most of our ideas 
are derived. It is therefore less calcu- 
lated to touch the feelings, and retains 
the slighter hold upon the memory, 
whilst examples are like pictures to the 
eye, easily comprehended, strongly felt, 
and not soon forgotten. We anticipate 
with confidence the most beneficial re- 
sults from these historical records of a 
minister of Christ gifted with such rare 
endowments, and succeeded so emi- 
nently by the influences of divine grace. 

The editors of this work, for they de- 
cline any other title with a delicacy that 
does them honour, put ina plea of al- 
lowance for domestic affections, where 
expressions of a laudatory character may 
appear to overstep the dictates of an 
unbiassed judgment. But there is, in 
truth, no room for apprehension on this 
score. Not one word of commendation 
is written that the veriest stranger, pe- 
tusing these pages, will not hold to be 
more than justified, whilst those who 
knew for themselves the worth and ex- 
cellence of the original, will be deeply 
sensible of the chastened terms in which 
the copy is transcribed. 

The mere narrative of the life, in its 
leading events, is soon told, but the de- 
velopment of character constitutes a rich 
and varied subject for investigation and 
study. The Rey. John Griffin was born 


of humble parentage, at Woburn, in 
Buckinghamshire, in the month of April, 
1769. That his birth was lowly is a 
point noticed as introductory to a right 
estimate of the native greatness of his 
intellectual powers which forced their 
own way to distinction and influence, 
For himself, he deemed it an honour to 
be the child of parents passed into the 
skies, and was ever ready to exalt the 
virtue of that religion which he had 
found the blessing of the life that now 
is, as his spirit was borne up by the pro- 
mise it gave of the life to come. How 
affecting and how edifying is it, to hear 
him exclaim in the bosom of his family, 
“The grace of God, my children, has 
done everything for your father ; he was 
a poor hardworking boy, but his religious 
principles kept him from sin, and 
brought him into connexion with good 
people, enabled him to improve his ca- 
pacities, and has made him one of the 
happiest of ministers and of fathers.” 
His youthful days, after he was brought 
under the power of religion, exemplified 
one of the most striking instances on re- 
cord of the pursuit of knowledge under « 
difficulties. At sixteen years of age “ he 
was often engaged in reading standard 
works of the soundest character till 
midnight ‘or two o’clock in the morning, 
though under the necessity of being up 
by four or five.” And it is well re- 
marked, that, ‘‘in his case, as in nume- 
rous other instances, early piety, so far 
from being, as some have supposed or 
insinuated, either the cause or result of 
a species of intellectual tameness or 
slavishness, was, in fact, the first great 
stirring principle of mental life and ar- 
dency, the prolific germ of much genu- 
ine and useful knowledge.” In one of 
his noblest sermons—that preached on 
the occasion of the jubilee celebrated in 
1809, when George III. entered on the 
the fiftieth year of his reign, a discourse 
in which the most independent senti- 
ments are expressed in favour of the 
great principles of civil and religious li- 
berty, Mr. Griffin, though dealing only 
with general facts, portrays himself to 
the life. After treating on the advan- 
tages of a free press for the discovery, 
the defence, and the diffusion of truth, 
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he connects with them the advantages 
of a free pulpit, and crowns other most 
impressive statements by observing, 
that “many who have been brought by 
the public ministry to the saying know- 
ledge of the gospel, have risen from the 
honest and industrious rank of mecha- 
nics, to teach some of their haughty de- 
aaa not only grammar, logic, and 
thetoric, but religion and common sense. 
How many of this description, if they do 
not rank high with the literati of the 
day, now stand high in the esteem of 
thousands of their countrymen, and will 
stand in some of the foremost ranks 
when the great Head of the church and 
the Judge of the world, shall decide the 
fates of men.” 

At the age of seventeen, the young 
Christian joined the Independent church 
in his native place, then under the pas- 
toral charge of the Rev. Mr. English, 
whose preaching had been blessed to 
his spiritual benefit. His aspirations 

after usefulness, and manifest aptitude 
for the work, led his pastor very soon to 
contemplate his devotement to the 
Christian ministry. Through the patron- 
age of the pious and benevolent Mr. 
Thornton, he was placed under the care 
of that holy and affectionate servant of 
Christ, the Rev. Cornelius Winter, and 
though the academical discipline by 
which he was trained must have been 
necessarily defective, yet it may well be 
thought that all disadvantages were 
abundantly made up by the personal at- 
tentions and familiar intercourse of his 
venerated tutor, promoting, as they 
were so eminently adapted to do, the 
growth and refinement of personal reli- 
on. 

Mr. Griffin was but three and twenty 
years of age when, in the providence of 
God, he was first brought to the town 
of Portsea, the scene of his abundant la- 
bours through the course which he so 
worthily fulfilled, and of that admired 
success which he received from God. 
The church of which he became pastor, 
planted by the labours of Whitfield and 
his coadjutors, was at that time in a 
state of comparative weakness. Under 
his efficient ministry, two enlargements 
of the place of worship in which the 
Reorle originally assembled were made. 

‘© meet the demands arising out of the 
growing acceptance of his ministry, after 
the proof of twenty years, a chapel was 
erected that contains sittings for two 
thousand five hundred persons; and 


15 


this large, yet skilfully constructed build- 
ing, from the time at which it was 
opened, in 1813, has continued well and 
regularly filled by an attached and at- 
tentive congregation. The church, too, 
throughout the protracted term of his 
pastorate, was continually augmented, 
and now stands, probably, unrivalled for 
numbers in the Congregational denomi- 
nation ; whilst for more than forty years 
it has enjoyed a high and just reputation 
for unity, harmony, and peace; and in 
this happy state has it been committed, 
with his dying benedictions, to the 
hands of his truly amiable and able suc- 
cessor. 

We have put this condensed view of 
the prosperous results of a prolonged 
and effective ministry thus strongly, not 
to exalt the reputation of a departed 
worthy, but to justify our sense of the 
profit that may accrue from a careful in- 
vestigation of the ministerial and Chris- 
tian character which such a biography 
as this presses on the judgment and the 
heart. Undoubtedly all good is to be 
traced to the divine source from which 
it proceeds, but the agent, the manner, 
and circumstances, through which it is 
accomplished should, in the light of an 
example, supply the most persuasive ar- 
guments and motives to a holy emula- 
tion in religious service and adyance- 
ment, 

It was the Rey. Rowland Hill, who, 
in one of his visits to Portsea, on wit- 
nessing the signs of Mr. Griffin’s success, 
exclaimed, ‘See what it is for God to 
make ministers!” That grace which, 
overruling the events of providence, 
thrust him forth into the field, was con- 
spicuously displayed in his qualifications 
for the work assigned him. Integrity of 
principle, and the uttermost strength of 
resolution in purpose, were combined in 
him with all the charities of a soul new- 
born of God. Indeed, from the first, his 
nature was accessible to the tender emo- 
tions. While yet a child, the soft tears 
of a dying father “ washed deep furrows 
in his heart,” that never closed, and the 
excesses of youth were effectually re- 
strained by his inability to see his wi- 
dowed mother weep. It was love, 
under its varied aspects and relations, 
that gave a decided complexion to his 
character, and regulated his course in 
life. He had himself that which ‘he 
sougbt to impress on his son, by nature 
and in the faith, a just estimate of what 
constitutes the character of a good minis- 
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ter of Jesus Christ ; he aimed after the 
attainment of it, from proper motives, 
whilst his unfeigned humility prevented 
him from entertaining the thought that 
he had fully obtained it. The general 
character of his preaching was evange- 
lical in the best sense of the term. The 
Spiritual child of a convert of Romaine, 
and the pupil of a companion of Whit- 
field, his ministry partook largely of that 
unction which in the last century re- 
stored to the Christian pulpit of our land 
the dew of its youth. His, however, 
was not that preaching in which the 
mind never labours, and the intellect 
never expands, which yet, through the 
fervent or affectionate inculcation of the 
first principles of the gospel, is not with- 
out results. With such results it was 
impossible that he could be satisfied. 
He was fully aware, that those who sit 
under mere elementary preaching are 
too frequently low, imperfect, and par- 
tial, in their standard and rule of prac- 
tical godliness, and that narrowness of 
mind operates too commonly to contract 
the heart. He knew, too, that individu- 
als of a superior description, who might 
be converted under such a ministry, 
would be continually tempted to forsake 
it for other pasture, as they found them- 
selves, with a growing aptitude for the 
reception of divine knowledge, alike 
unsatisfied and unblest. Whilst, there- 
fore, he regarded the gospel scheme as 
the counsel of God, devised to renovate 
and save mankind, and the divine ho- 
nour as concerned to crown it with suc- 
cess, and equally to defeat all other pre- 
tences to this object, it was his absorbing 
determination to communicate richly 
the word of Christ. Hence from the 
time of his settlement, for many years, 
he pursued a plan of reading in syste- 
matic divinity, and his hearers found, to 
their incalculable profit, that whilst he 
preached the gospel in simplicity, the 
range of his ministry extended over the 
entire volume of revelation, every part 
of which he held as divinely adapted to 


exalt the glory of Christ, and to promote’ 


the holiness and happiness of the church. 
It fell to his lot, repeatedly, to be called 
upon to preach at the great meetings of 
the London Missionary Society, on sub- 
jects demanding intellectual resources of 
a superior order ; and the least that can 
be said, from the abundant evidence 
presented in these remains is, that he 
was always found equal to the occasion. 
In his frequent and extensive journies on 
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behalf of that Society, his services were 
everywhere highly appreciated ; and his 
was no barren popularity, for all places- 
visited by him were enriched by the 
communication of some spiritual gift, — 
and many instances of conversion to God 
stand connected with his most incidental 
labours of love. It was not merely that 
his strain of preaching was evangelical, 
as adapted to the true design of the gos- 
pel, but beyond this, it was the sincere 
intention of his heart in every discourse 
to glorify Christ, and therefore was he 
the man whom the King delighted to 
honour. On the same principle he was 
evidently less desirous of the approba- 
tion of critical hearers, than to receive 
the marked testimony of the pious and 
judicious to the usefulness of his minis- 
try. Indeed, we find from one of his 
sermons, which we trust, in the fulfil- 
ment of the promise made by the editors 
of this volume, to see speedily reprint- 
ed, that he deprecated a fastidious taste 
indulged by a certain class of hearers in 
dissenting congregations, and too far 
conformed to in the pulpit, as a leading 
cause of the decline of religion in 
churches, injurious alike to both the 
minister and the people, 
It was in the pastoral office, and at 
home, that Mr. Griffin’s character exer- 
cised its happiest and ‘most beneficial 
influence For the right discharge of 
the functions of that office he was pre- 
eminently qualified. Meek and resolute, 
gentle and firm, he combined the quali- 
ties that meeten for rule where all are 
under the law to Christ. He constantly 
inculeated the obligation resting on 
every church member to study and obey 
in all things the revealed will of Christ, 
and ever referred himself to the legisla- 
tive authority of the New Testament as 
the sole standard and directory of eccle- 
siastical proceedings. His wisdom, 
knowledge, and firmness, were duly esti- 
mated ; the unblemished consistency of 
his general character won the most cor- 
dial regard; but, above all, the confi- 
dence of the people in the scriptural va- 
lidity of his sentiments, gave that weight 
to his counsels and decisions, by which 
the harmony of so large a church was 
preserved unbroken or speedily restored, 
whilst its purity was carefully main- 
tained. 4 
In their honourable claim for useful- 
ness, as the main object of this memorial 
of their revered father, his children con- 
form themselves to what they justly 
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affirm to have been the very charm of 
his character when living, as it is the 
best and most established test of his 
fame now that he is gone. Usefulness 
was, in truth, his absorbing thought, we 
‘had almost said, his master passion. 
Most affecting is it to read the expres- 
sions of his generous heart, when sinking 
under the infirmities of a mortal body, 
and longing, with submission to the will 
of his Father, fo go home. ‘I now wish 
the church and my family to pray for 
my release, for I can no longer be of use 
to either.” The scenes that introduce 
us to the death of this distinguished ser- 
vant of Christ, which event occurred on 
the 16th of April, 1834, are solemn and 
tender, yet every way consolatory and 
’ blessed. His end was eminently peace, 
_ How delightful must it have been to 
listen to the gratulations of his own 
thankful spirit, that it was given him to 
depart in peace with God, in the peace 
of the church, and in the peace of his 
family. He fell asleep, encircled by the 
closest and most endeared affections of 
nature, to awake in the bosom of God. 
The hearse which bore his mortal re- 
mains was followed by hundreds of de- 
vout friends, and members of the be- 


reayed church, and passing to the grave | 
y P 8 s ; consequent surrender of the pastoral 


yard, without the gates, left behind, in 
the language of the preacher of the fune- 
ral sermon, no less faithful than eloquent, 
“q@ town in tears.’ Usefulness is the 
object contemplated in the production 
of this volume, and to this end, we hesi- 
tate not to assert that it is, in all its 
. parts, admirably adapted. To Christian 
ministers, from the earliest aspirations of 
the renewed heart after the mercy which 
the desired office includes, through the 
course of preparatory studies, in the or- 
dinary engagements of their calling, and 
amidst the peculiar emergencies to 
which they are liable, the counsels of 
practical wisdom supplied will be found 
of inestimable worth. But the benefit 
to be derived from these Remains is by 
no means exclusively for them. As ap- 
plicable to all the offices and relations 
sustained in the church, here is that 
which is profitable to direct, whilst do- 
mestic concord and happiness cannot 
fail to be promoted by lessons of sterling 
prudence, enriched with affections 
steeped in heaven. The house of mourn- 
ing will obtain the healing balm of con- 
solation from letters dictated by a spirit 
like that of John the divine ; nor can we 
conceive of any peculiarity or exigency 
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of circumstances in which the Christian 
may not discover something conducive 
to instruction and profit. 

The editors of this work have. dis- 
charged their duty well. They have 
brought out the great and distinguishing 
features of a revered character in a fair 
and impressive light, whilst by a careful 
and judicious introduction of minute in- 
cidents, which some might have neg- 
lected, the view given of it is rendered 
more satisfactory and complete. We 
hold them entitled to the assurance, 
most grateful to their high filial feeling, 
that could the pages of this book have 
passed under the eyes of their venerated 
father, the spirit which pervades it must 
have met his approval, nor do we think 
that there is a line which they have 
oe that he would have desired to 

ot. 


Anti-pedo-baptism ; or Infant Baptism un- 
scriptural, By WILLIAM Crowe. Lon- 
don: 12mo. pp. 64. Price 1s. 


Tue long-continued attention which 
the author has given to the baptismal 
controversy, his recent immersion in 
pursuance of his convictions, and his 


office, give to his work a special claim 
on our attention ; and we shall undoubt- 
edly gratify many of our readers by pre- 
senting to them his account of the 
change he has undergone as given to 
to the public in the preface. 


“For many years I continued to administer 
the ordinance of baptism to infants without 
having read or thought much upon the subject, 
taking for granted the practice was right. But 
although I took this for granted, I frequently 
experienced a feeling of considerable mortifica- 
tion, when about to baptize an infant, that 
while I could show clear and indubitable autho- 
rity and example for the baptism of believing 
adults, I was wholly unable to turn to any page 
or passage of the scriptures, and exhibit the 
same authority or evidence in favour of infant 
baptism ; a mortification which, I have no 
doubt, has frequently been felt by many of my 
Pzedo-baptist brethren in common with myself. 
What I had read was entirely on the Peedo- 
baptist side of the controversy, and when prose- 
cuting my theological studies, the books relat- 
ing to the subject which were put into my hand 
by my esteemed and revered theological tutor, 
the late venerable Dr. Bogue, were all in favour 
of Pdo-baptist sentiments, and it was not till 
many years after, that I saw any work of a 
Baptist on the subject. My dissatisfaction first 
arose from the study of Pedo-baptist writers, 
from what appeared to me the invalidity of their 
arguments, their erroneous and partial view of 
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many passages of scripture, and their attempt 
to ries pains into tear of infant baptism 
which seemed to be wholly irrelevant. This led 
me to suspect that the practice was not so well 
sustained by scripture authority as I had sup- 
posed, and induced me to read more extensively 
on the subject, and more carefully to examine 
the scriptures, still with the hope of being con- 
firmed instead of being shaken in the grounds 
of my practice. But the more I read, though 
not prepared to relinquish infant baptism, yet 
the more dissatisfied I felt, first hesitating and 
unable to satisfy myself as to what children 
ought to be baptized, whether the children of 
all who professed to believe the truth of Chris- 
tianity, or children one of whose parents was a 
member of a church, or only those both of whose 
parents were members. 1 thought infants, as 
well as adults, had a right to the ordinance, but 
IT could not tell what infants, whether all the 
above three classes, or only one of them. Hith- 
erto I had baptized the children of all who re- 
quested it, and who thereby professed a belief in 
the truth of the Christian revelation, but had not 
felt comfortable in so doing, as they frequently 
showed extreme ignorance of the nature of the 
ordinance, and of Christianity itself; and 
brought children for baptism varying in age 
from one month to ten or twelve years, request- 
ing that I would name them ; and often have I 
been sent for in great haste to administer the 
rite to the unbaptized infant, when dangerously 
ill; and occasionally it has been brought to my 
own door in the mother’s or grandmother’s 
arms, lest it should expire before I could reach 
the house, which convinced me that they 
thought it in some way connected with the sal- 
yation of the child. ‘Though far from satisfied 
or comfortable in baptizing the children of such 
persons, yet I knew not where to draw the line 
of distinction. I wondered, if infant baptism 
was right, that the New Testament gave no di- 
rections on the subject ; but as it nowhere says 
anything about the baptism of infants, I could 
find nothing to guide me. I sought relief in 
the writings and practice of Pado-baptists, but 
found them so widely differing from each other 
in opinion and practice, that I could gather 
nothing certain from their example. In this 
state of anxious and perplexing uncertainty, I 
was not unnaturally conducted to the inquiry, 
whether there is really any scripture authority 
whatever for the baptism of any infants at all ? 
In order to determine this point, I felt it due to 
truth, which alone was my object, to read the 
writings of Baptists, as well as those of Pedo- 
baptists, that I might, if possible, satisfy myself 
on whose side the truth lay. That the conflict 
of my mind on the subject has been long and 
painful is the natural result of strong prepos- 
sessions, and an ardent desire, if I could do it 
with a good conscience, to continue in con- 
nexion with the Independent denomination, 
among whom God has been pleased to make my 
ministry acceptable and useful, and among 
whom are nearly all my relative connexions, 
and ministerial and private friendships ; a deno- 
mination to which I am under great personal 
obligations, and towards which I desire ever to 
cherish the most cordial Christian feeling. 
Biothing woeld more grieve me, than that the 
step I have felt it necessary to take, should 
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have the effect of alienating those whom I have 
long delighted to recognize as brethren and 
friends. J can assure them that nothing short 
of the most conscientious and imperative sense 
of duty could have separated me from them, 
and induced me to join another denomination ; 
but when I felt that I could no longer continue 
to practise infant baptism without acting the 
hypocrite, and that allegiance to Christ and his 
truth were concerned, I could no longer hesi- 
tate. The result of my inquiries is now before 
the reader—a firm and unqualified conviction 
that there is no scriptural authority, by com- 
mand, example, or just inference, for the bap- 
tism of infants—that Christian baptism is be- 
lievers’ baptism, and that only. It would haye 
been much for my comfort had I come to this 
conviction sooner, and that I did not, is owing, 
I am persuaded, to the influence of the preju- 
dice which I had entertained against the Bap- 
tists, and strong prepossessions and long-con- 
tinued custom, and not to any want of clearness 
or simplicity in the New Testament statements. 
Did persons generally but come out of the dust 
and mist which partizans have thrown around 
the question by partial criticism and learned so- 
phistry, and come at once to the New Testa- 
ment, to ascertain the truth, I am confident 
they would soon find it, and that infant baptism 
would soon be abandoned as an innovation upon 
the institution of Christ. I know that many 
Pedo-baptists have considerable misgivings on 
the subject, and are held to the practice by 
very loose and feeble ties. As Dr. Cox has 
most truly said, ‘The popular feeling is theirs ; 
the argument is ours.’ As the light and purity 
of the church increase, I have no doubt her 
members will be increasingly anxious, on this, 
as on every other subject, to ascertain and prac- 
tise the will of their Lord, and that infant bap- 
tism will gradually lose its hold of the popular 
mind, and be relinquished as a human addition 
to the ordinance of Christ. 

“TI shall now endeavour to exhibit the reasons 
of my change of sentiment, the grounds of m 
present opinion; and, in so doing, it will be 
necessary, briefly, to examine the leading argu- 
ments generally advanced in defence of infant 
baptism, 

“‘ Let it be remembered that we have no dis- 
pute as to the propriety of baptizing believing 
adults, upon a credible profession of their faith e 
upon this both parties are equally agreed ; nor 
is the difference respecting children merely as 
the proper subjects of baptism, for I suppose no 
Baptist would hesitate to baptize such children 
as are able and disposed to make a credible pro- 
fession of faith in Christ. But the dispute re- 
specting the proper subjects is simply whether 
infants are such, Peedo-baptists say that the 
infants of believing parents are proper and scrip- 
tural subjects for the ordinance, Baptists say 
they are not; this, and this alone, is the ques- 
tion of difference as to the subjects. And I 
fully agree with Dr. Burder, that ‘this is in- 
comparably the more important part of the 
question ;’ the mode is of far less importance 
than the subjects, although in both we ought 
to endeavour sincerely to ascertain and follow 
the revealed will of the Saviour.” 


In pursuance of this design, Mr. 
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Crowe, in the first place, examines the 
argument from the covenant of cireum- 
cision, which, he obseryes, is “ the 
strong-hold of peedobaptism,” but which 
he shows to be indefensible against as- 
sailants who demand either consistency 
or scriptural proof. He proceeds to 
show that there is no authority in the 
New Testament for infant baptism ; ad- 
verting to the commission of our Lord, 
the practice of the apostles, the three 
baptized households, and the incidental 
expressions in the writings of inspired 
amen which have been adduced in its 
favour. Finally, passing on to ecclesi- 
astical traditions, he comments on the 
silence of the apostolic fathers respecting 
the baptism of infants, and on the man- 
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ner in which it was subsequently men- 
tioned with increasing explicitness as 
the times receded from the purity of 
primitive practice and doctrine. 

The subject is discussed with calm- 
ness and good sense; and the familiarity 
of the writer with the detail of peedo- 
baptist arguments and objections ren- 
ders his pamphlet peculiarly suitable to 
be put into the hands of those who are 
labouring under the prevalent mistake 
from which he is now happily delivered. 
We hope that in the course of divine 
providence, Mr. Crowe will be directed 
to some appropriate sphere in which to 
exercise his ministry, in unreserved obe- 
dience to New Testament instructions, 
with increased comfort and usefulness. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


Memoir of the Rev. John Chin, more than thirty 
years Pastor of the Baptist Church, in Lion 
Street, Walworth. To which is appended, 
the Discourse occasioned his Death. By 
Grorce Prircuarp. Published for the 
benefit of the Widow. London: 16mo. pp. 
243. 


In addition to the facts in the first article of 
our present number, for which we acknowledge 
ourselves to be indebted to this volume, it con- 
tains many others which our limits would not 

ermit us to extract, with friendly and family 
etters, and other writings of Mr, Chin, both in 
prose and verse. It is a faithful portraiture of 
an estimable and useful man, drawn by one 
whose intercourse with him was familiar, and 
whose spirit was congenial with his own. It 
cannot fail to do good among the numerous ac- 
quaintance of the deceased man of God to whom 
it relates. 


History of Providence, as manifested in Scrip- 
ture, or facts from Scripture illustrative of 
the Government of God: with a Defence of 
the Doctrine of Providence, and an Exami- 
nation of the Philosophy of Dr. Thomas 
Brown on that subject. By ALEXANDER 
Carson, A.M. Edinburgh? 16mo. pp. 406. 

Tue author of this work maintains that the 

constant exercise of almighty power is as ne- 

cessary to uphold and regulate the works of 
creation as it was to create them at first; that 
the opinion that providence is merely the fore- 
sight and arrangement by which almighty 

ower gave its constitution to universal nature, 
is inconsistent with the views of providence 
presented to us in the inspired writings; and 
that on all subjects on which scripture has 

spoken ita testimony is decisive, science being a 


less certain guide than revelation, and sound 
philosophy requiring that if the Bible is the 
word of God its testimony should be received as 
paramount on every subject. He argues power- 
fully in favour of these principles; and illus- 
trates the doctrine of providence in general as 
displayed from age to age, in facts and declara- 
tions, throughout the Old and New Testaments. 
The book consists chiefly of a great number of 
short sections on detached portions of the sa- 
cred volume. In these he displays an acuteness 
and ingenuity reminding us of Paley’s Hore 
Pauline, though he is immeasurably superior 
to Paley in the evangelical spirit pervading his 
observations. It is a volume which may be 
studied with great advantage both by expositors 
of the lively oracles and by private Christians, 
being well adapted to strengthen faith, and to 
teach us to set Jehovah always before us. One 
blemish unhappily disfigures several passages : 
we refer to the strong phraseology in which 
Mr. Carson allows himself to speak of good 
men who do not coincide with some of his 
opinions, indicating a self-sufficient and censo-: 
rious disposition which we have been assured 
by those who have the pleasure of his acquaint- 
ance does not really belong to his character. 
We regard the work, however, as one of more 
than ordinary value, and should be glad to 
transfer to our pages many extracts. One will 
be found on page 10 of this number. 


Christ, the Theme of the Missionary; an Argu- 
ment for the Specific Design and the Spiritual 
Character of Christian Missions. By Ocra- 
vius Winstow, Leamington. London : 
Arnold. 16mo. pp. 87. 


Tart there are imperfections in the manage-~ 
ment of missionary societies, and in the opera- 
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tions of their agents, no intelligent and devout 
observer will deny; and to those who are en- 
gaged in the work they often present them- 
selves in humbling and discouraging forms. We 
trust, however, the case is not quite so bad as 
it appears to be to the ardent mind of Mr. 
Winslow, in whose statements there is much 
truth, though in portraying the evils which he 
exhibits to view, . has drawn some of them 
larger than life. Nothing human, whether it 
belong to an individual or a fraternity, will bear 
to be compared with a standard of abstract ex- 
cellence; and in some respects his standard is 
in our opinion more elevated than excellence it- 
self. The existing organization for mission- 
ary effort,” he believes to be indispensably ne- 
cessary, while the spirit of Christian missions is 
at its present low ebb, but maintains that if the 
church did her duty, such an organization 
would not be required, and that it is the duty 
of every separate and independent church to or- 
ganize itself into a missionary society. We do 
not believe that the work could be carried on 
half so effectively or half so economically, on 
this plan, as by the churches acting in concert, 
having cfficers appointed whose special duty it 
is to make the requisite arrangements for mis- 
sionary exertion. While we think that his es- 
timate of the superiority of some of the founders 
of missionary societies over their successors 
would have been considerably modified had he 
known them, we cordially concur with him in 
desiring to see increased spiritual-mindedness 
and simplicity of purpose, in all who either 
minister at the altar or bring to it their gifts. 


Portraits of Public Characters. By the Author 
of “ Random Recollections of the Lords and 
Commons,” “The Great Metropolis,” Sc. 
In two volumes, London: price 21s. Imp. 
12mo. pp. 608. 


Prince Albert, the Duke of Cambridge, the 
judicial and civic functionaries, and other emi- 
nent persons in different ranks of society, who 

ass under Mr. Grant’s review in these vo- 
umes, are so much out of our sphere that we 
do not feel inclined to pronounce judgment upon 
the accuracy with which their persons, charac- 
ters, attainments, and habits, are delineated. 
We can, however, certify, that the publication 
comprises a larger number of anecdotes than it 
would be convenient to count, told in that free 
and easy style in which one might write to an 
intimate friend when perfectly at leisure, some 
of them connected with the person under whose 
name they occur, and others showing that the 
author had no inclination to deprive his read- 
ers of a pleasant tale because it did not happen 
to be pertinent, but all relating to somebody or 
other whose name is often before the public. 
One fact, strictly within our official duty, and 
of great importance, we have the pleasure to 
add, namely, that though these volumes are en- 
tertaining in their character, they are in a 
moral point of view free from any objectionable 
tendencies. 


The Bride’s Mirror, London: 32mo, Hough- 
ton. 


A COLLECTION of texts in which the church is 
denominated the bride. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed.* 


The Illustrated Commentary on the Old and New 
Testaments, chiefly explanatory of the Manners and 
Customs mentioned in the Sacred Scriptures; and 
also of the History, Geography, Natural History, and 
Antiquities; being a republication of the Notes of the 
Pictorial Bible, of a size which will range with the 
authorized editions of the Sacred Text ; with many 
hundred Wood Cuts, from the best and most authentic 
sources. Vol. III. London: 8vo. pp.322. Price’7s. 6d. 


The Pictorial History of Palestine. By the Editor 
of the Pictorial Bible. Part XVI, London: Im- 
perial 8vo. Price 2s. 6d. 


Ward's Library of Standard Divinity. The Rare 
Jewel of Christian Contentment ; with a Sermon on 
the Saint’s Duty in Times of Extremity. By the 
Rev. JeErEMIAH BurrovuGus. Reprinted from the 
edition of 1655. London: 8vo.pp.96. Price 2s. 


Christian’s Family Library. Peace for the Chris- 
tian Mourner, or Extracts from various Christian 
Authors, on the Subject of Affliction. Selected by 
Mrs. D. DrummonpD. With a preface by the Rev. 
D. Drummond, B.A., Oxon, and Minister of Trinity 
Chapel, Edinburgh. And an Original Paper on 
Christian Consolation by the Rev. Hugh White. 
London : 12mo. pp. 390. 


The Christian Visitor: or Select Portions of the 
Old Testament, Genesis to Job. With Expositions 
and Prayers. Designed to assist the Friends of the 
Sick and Afflicted. By the Rev. Wixtiam JowETT, 
M.A., late Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 
London: 12mo. pp. 223. ‘ ~ 


The Connexion of the Old and New Testament ; 
or, the History of the Jews from the Close of the 
Old Testament to the beginning of the New Testa- 
ment. London: (‘Tract Society) 12mo. pp. 248. 
Price 2s. boards. 


British Birds. London: ( Tract Society) square, 
pp. 216. Price 3s. 6d. cloth, gilt. 


A Daily Remembrancer of the Mediator. London: 
( Tract Society) 32mo. F 


The Duty of Caring for Souls. By S. PAckEr, 
Chelsea. London; 24mo. pp. 36. Price 6d. 


Moral and Intellectual Series. Daily Lesson Book, 
No. I. Adopted in the schools of the British and 
Foreign School Society. London: 24mo. pp. 45. 
Price3 d. 


Moral and Intellectual Series. Daily Lesson Book. 
No. II. Adopted in the Schools of the British and 
Boretgn School Society. London: 18mo. pp. 108. 

vice 1s. 


Moral and Intellectual Series. Daily Lesson Book. 
No. III. Adopted in the schools of the British and 
Foreign School Society. New and revised edition. 
London: 12mo. pp. 192. Price 1s. 6d. 


The Servant’s Magazine, under the Superintend- 
ence of the Committee of the London Female Mis- 
on Vol. II. London: 24mo. pp. 148. Price 
ls. 4d. ‘ 


The Female’s Advocate, under the Superintend- 
ence of the Committee of the London Female Mis- 
sion. Vol, II1, London: 24mo. pp. 280. Price 2s. 6d. 


* It should be distinctly understood, that insertion 
in this list is not a mere announcement : it expresses 
general approbation of the works enumerated. 
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NORTH AMERICA. 
NEW BRUNSWICK. 


Tue following memorial from the Com- 
mittee of the New Brunswick Baptist Edu- 
cation Society, deserves the serious atten- 
tion of British Christians. It would afford 
great pleasure to the committee of the small 
society to which it is addressed, the Bap- 
tist Colonial Society, to be enabled to re- 
spond at once to the call; and we print it 
in the hope that they may receive such 


“communications on the subject as may con- 


and sincerely hope that your efforts may be 


duce to so desirable a result. 


To the Committee of the British Baptist Co- 
lonial Missionary Society. 
Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
Oct. 26, 1840. 


GENTLEMEN,—The Rev. Mr. Miles, who 
visited England in 1838, as an agent for the 
New Brunswick Baptist Education Society, 
has been intending to write you respecting 
the state of that society ever since his 
return, but has been prevented by severe 
and protracted illness; we, the managing 
committee of the society, by Mr. Miles’s 
advice, therefore take the liberty of address- 
ing a few lines to you. We rejoice to hear 
of the efforts made by your society to extend 
the blessings of education, and the still 
greater blessings of the gospel in Canada, 


reatly prospered, and made the means by 
Imighty God of promoting knowledge and 
piety in that destitute country. We also beg 
most earnestly to invite your attention to 
the state of New Brunswick, and hope that 
you may have the means, as we feel as- 
sured, by information received from Mr. 
Miles, that you have the inclination, to as- 
sist us in our efforts to advance the cause 
of religion and education in this colony. 
There are about fifty Baptist churches in 
New Brunswick, containing about three 
thousand members, or communicants, be- 
sides the scattered members of several 
churches which have become extinct with- 
in a few years, apparently for want of an 
efficient and stated ministry. There are, itis 
estimated, from twenty-five to thirty thou- 
sand of the population of New Brunswick, 
who entertain Baptist sentiments, and pre- 
fer the preaching of Baptist ministers to 


that of the ministers of any other denomi- 
nation, beside the inhabitants of a vast 
number of settlements, who are seldom fa- 
youred with the preaching of the gospel by 


the ministers of any religious denomination, 
and there are but about twenty Baptist mi- 
nisters in this province, several of whom 
being quite aged are not able to perform 
much ministerial labour, and the most part 
of those, for want of suitable institutions of 
learning in the country, have obtained but 
a very limited amount of education. To 
give you some farther idea of the state of 
teligion in this province, we might mention 
the following facts connected with a parti- 
cular section of the country, that is to say, 
from Fredericton, the seat of government, 
to the Canada line, a distance of about 
two hundred miles, with extensive settle- 
ments in all directions, there are but two 
stationed Baptist ministers, although there 
are thirteen Baptist churches in that dis- 
trict of the country, beside a great number 
of settlements where the gospel is rarely 
preached by any persons. 

A few missionaries from abroad would 
do much toward supplying the destitution 
of this province, but probably the most ef- 
fectual mode of supplying the churches al- 
ready established, and of extending the 
blessings of the gospel to places where no 
churehes have yet been planted, would be 
the education of pious young men in the 
province. To accomplish this object, as well 
as to diffuse more widely the blessings of 
general education throughout the country, 
the Baptist Education Society was organ- 
ized in 1833, and an academy subsequently 
established at Fredericton, which was 
opened for the instruction of youth in Ja- 
nuary, 1836. The operations of the insti- 
tution have hitherto been principally con- 
fined to general education, although several 
pious young men, aiming at the ministry, 
have been receiving instruction there. The 
society are, however, very desirous of con- 
necting with the institution a department 
wholly theological, but as this will greatly 
increase the expenses in two ways, viz. the 
payment of the salary of the theological 
teacher, and the support of young men pre- 
paring for the ministry, who might not have 
the means of supporting themselves, we 
fear that we shall never be able to accom- 
plish it without some assistance from 
abroad; the support of pious young men, 
we think would be effected by the churches, 
provided the tutor’s salary was provided for 
from some other source. 

The expense of erecting and sustaining 
the academy has been about four thousand 
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five hundred pounds, but by very great ex- 
ertions on the part of its friends in this pro- 
vince, aided by the amount of donations re- 
ceived by Mr. Miles in England, this sum 
has been reduced to about seven hundred 
pounds, Although Mr. Miles did not succeed 
so well as was anticipated in England, still 
the assistance received from that quarter 
gave a new impulse to exertion in this 
country, and produced a very salutary ef- 
fect upon the interests of the institution. 

The sum now due may appear small to 
your committee, but the liberality and 
means of the supporters of the institution 
having been already taxed so heavily that 
we can scarcely hope to receive from that 
source a sufficient sum to liquidate the pre- 
sent balance, and for the annual support of 
the academy, to say nothing of the establish-. 
ment of a theological department, which we 
think of vital importance. 

As the constitution of your ‘society will 
now admit of your extending your henevo- 
lent efforts to this colony, we sincerely trust 
that you will afford us some assistance in 
this time of our need. A donation from your 
committee, if the sum were not large, would 
no doubt greatly benefit the institution, 

- even beyond the amount received, as it 
would induce increased effort here; and if 
you could afford us some annual assistance 
for a few years, for the payment of the sa- 
lary of a theological tutor, we think we 
could raise the institution to a respectable 
position in the country, and, with the 
blessing of providence, make it extensively 
useful. In that case we should probably 
wish to have a properly qualified teacher, 
selected in England, as we fear that the 
Rev. Mr. Miles’s health will never admit of 
his taking charge of that department, and 
we do not know of any suitable person who 
could be obtained in this province. 

While every other denomination, we be- 
lieve, in New Brunswick, has received as- 
sistance from England, the Baptists alone 
have been left to struggle along with their 
own means, and we think that no efforts 
made by any denomination in the British 
North American colonies to promote the 
cause of religion and education, will com- 
pare with those of the Raptist denomina- 
tion-in this province, 

We submit the foregoing to the serious 
consideration of your Committee, and re- 
quest as early an answer as may be conve. 
nient, as our future proceedings must be very 
much governed by your decision. 


Yours most respectfully, 
[Signed by the Committee of the New 
Brunswick Baptist Education So- 
ciety. | 
In connexion with this document we lay 
before our readers another which corrobor- 
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ates its representations, and presents a com- 
prehensive view of the necessities and de. 
sires of our brethren in the eastern pro- 
vinces of British America. It is a memorial 
which was addressed in the previous year 
to the committee of the same society, by 
the Committee of the Nova Scotia baptist 
Education Society, but which did not come 
into our hands till a few days ago. Surely 
these, our brethren, our kinsmen according 
to the flesh, heirs of the same promise with 
ourselves, walking by the same rule and 
minding the same things, will not be left 
to struggle with their difficulties alone, and 
to lay the foundations of their temple un- 
aided ! 


NOVA SCOTIA, 
To the Baptist Colonial Missionary Society. 


DEAR BRETHREN,—Labouring as we 
are in a portion of the British empire, 
which, though far from being unimportant, 
seems apt to be overlooked, amidst the 
multitude of other interests, our hearts 
have been much cheered by observing that 
the members of the Baptist churches in 
England had been induced so far to regard 
this, with the other eastern provinces of 
British North America, as to take them 
within the scope of their care and aid, as is 
shown by the adoption of the new name of 
the Colonial Missionary Society, instead of 
the old name of the Canadian Society. We 
feel deeply grateful for this mark ‘of our 
brethren’s Christian sympathy, and beg, in 
accordance with the spirit they so kindly 
manifest, to offer a brief exposition of some 
circumstances relative to the present condi- 
tion of the Baptist churches here, which 
may be judged useful perhaps in giving a 
direction to our mutual operations. 

Nova Scotia (including Cape Breton), 
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward’s Is. 
land, with a population of half a million 
souls or upwards, lie closely contiguous to 
one another, and being connected in most 
of their interests, may for our present pur- 
pose be well regarded in one view. 

The Baptists in these provinces, with 
the exception of a few unassociated church- 
es, meet annually by their delegates in two 
associations, those of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. That of Nova Scotia contain- 
ing sixty-four churches, and upwards of five 
thousand six hundred communicants, com- 
prising with the congregations attached to 
them a population of more than 30,000 : 
and that of New Brunswick numbering for 
ty-seven churches, and upwards of two 
thousand five hundred communicants, with 
a population probably of about sixteen or 
eighteen thousand souls. The whole there. 
fore comprises, as you perceive, a large body 
of people attached to our sentiments, and 
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resident within limits, which for this new 
world are compact and accessible. These 
circumstances invite efforts for their im- 
provement. But there are yet other con- 
siderations which enhance their claim to 
attention, especially by the brethren in 
Great Britain. They are all closely con- 
nected with them, either by descent or emi- 
gration, and are frequently receiving acces- 
sions to their numbers from the mother 
country. Their nearness to the United States 
on one side, and to Canada on the other, 
renders these provinces a convenient point 
of approach to either country, and if ever a 
dismemberment of any of the North Ame- 
rican provinces from the government of 
Great Britain should occur, these provinces, 
both from their geographical position and 
the attachment of their population to the 
British crown (many of them being the de- 
scendants of loyalists who fled from the re- 
yolted colonies at the time of the American 
revolution), are likely to be the last who 
will continue to acknowledge the sove- 
reignty of the mother country. 

Perhaps it might not unreasonably be 
questioned whether any efforts by the Bap- 
tists for the spiritual improvement of all the 
North American colonies, might not with 
great effect and safety have their centre 
in these eastern provinces, thus compact in 
themselves, and at the same time conti- 
guous to the rest, and in the bosom of a 
large body of our churches. But without 
entering on the inquiry further than simply 
to make the suggestion, we earnestly beg 
the attention of the Colonial Missionary 
Society to the importance of aiding the 
efforts which the people, almost beyond 
their strength, are making for their own im- 
provement. dis 

Until a few years past, the ministry of 
our churches was wholly conducted by un- 
educated men, and the means of education 
generally were extremely limited and inef- 
ficient ; superior schools were closed by ar- 
bitrary restrictions; and the whole system 
of education contracted and imperfect. The 
attention of the Baptists of Nova Scotia, 
once called to this state of things, they 
waked with ardour to the new pursuit of es- 
tablishing a school and college for themelves. 
In 1828 their plan was tried. In the fol- 
lowing year an academy at Horton was 
commenced. Private contributions to- 
wards its support were obtained in the pro- 
vinces, in the United States of America, 
and in Great Britain. After a short strug- 
gle with opposing principles, they succeeded 
in obtaining a grant of money from the le- 
gislature, which has been continued, with 
the exception of one year, to the amount of 
three hundred pounds currency @ year 1n 
annual votes, 

The academy soon rose to the rank of 
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one of the most popular and efficient schools 
in the province. The example of Nova 
Scotia was presently imitated in New 
Brunswick, by the commencement of an ex- 
cellent academy at Fredericton; and the ra- 
pid growth of feeling favourable to educa- 
tion in the minds of the people, many of 
whom were at first suspicious and jealous 
of its effects, now made it apparent that 
a higher course of study than any which an 
academy alone could furnish, would soon 
be needed, in order to a continued advance 
in the career of sound education. 

An institution in Halifax, called Dal- 
housie College, founded by the nobleman 
of that name, was designed by him to fulfil 
the purpose of a college, open to all classes 
without restriction. For fifteen years after 
the date of its foundation, it lay dormant 
through the depressing influence of oppos- 
ing views. 

Towards this institution the attention of 
some among the leading men in the Baptist 
churches was directed, from its superior 
funds, as likely to afford’ more efficient col- 
legiate instruction, than any which the Bap- 
tists alone could maintain; and _ hence, 
when there arose, in the course of the last 
year, a prospect of opening that institution, 
they sought such a connexion with it, as 
might ensure the confidence of the Baptist 
population. Although in this attempt the 
feelings of the Baptists generally went very 
reluctantly with them, in consequence of 
their attachment to the academy at Horton, 
and their original hope and purpose to erect 
in due time a college there. 

Subsequent proceedings on the part of 
the governors of Dalhousie College de- 
feated the object of union with that institu. 
tion, and threw the Baptists back on their 
original purpose. The scheme for opening 
that college, as suggested by one of its go- 
vernors, and carried through the legislature, 
proposed the admission of Baptists, and 
two gentlemen of that persuasion became 
candidates for chairs in that institution; 
when on the day arriving for appointments 
to be made, the principles of restriction 
which had hitherto closed other higher se- 
minaries against dissenters were found to 
have the preponderance in the councils of 
Dalhousie College also, and the two Bap- 
tist candidates were rejected on the ground 
of an avowed determination to restrict Dal- 
housie College to the kirk of Scotland. Af- 
ter waiting fifteen years for the accomplish- 
ment of hopes that were thus destroyed, it 
is not surprising that the Baptists should 
abandon all expectation from any quarter 
beyond themselves, and once more revive 
their purpose in relation to the seminary at 
Horton. 

A meeting of our Education Society was 
accordingly called. A strong feeling of 
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steady zeal was manifested. Expressions 
of good will and promises of help poured 
in from various quarters, and on the 20th of 
November last, it was resolved that in ad- 
dition to the academy already in operation 
at Horton, a college should at once be com- 
menced. 

We may mention that a further pressing 
consideration urged the society to make 
this attempt without delay. Among the 
elder students at the academy, several, after 
advancing in their studies there considera- 
bly beyond the limits of ordinary academical 
instruction, and finding themselves unable 
to continue their progress, as they desired, 
had left this country, and joined different 
colleges in the United States,—others were 
daily declaring their resolution or desire to 
follow them, and once in that field of ample 
religious employment, it seemed exceed- 
ingly unlikely that they would ever return 
to this province as the place of their final 
settlement. By which means the society 
would be defeated in the most important of 
all their efforts, the provision of pious and 
educated men to fill the various churches in 
these provinces, 

On the institution founded as above 
mentioned, the name of the Queen’s Col- 
lege was conferred in token of the loyalty of 
the Baptist people of Nova Scotia, and 
their “attachment to our present beloved 
monarch. Two professorships were insti- 
tuted: the classics combined with natural 
philosophy, to which the Rev. John Pryor, 
A.M., previously principal of the academy, 
was appointed; the other chair being that 
of mathematics and moral philosophy com- 
bined, the charge of which was committed 
to the Rev. E. W. Crawley, A. M., pre- 
viously the pastor of the Baptist church in 
Granville Street, Halifax. Both these gen- 
tlemen, who had originally belonged to the 
established church, were educated and are 
graduates of King’s College, Windsor, the 
only higher institution of learning which 
has hitherto been in operation in the co- 
lony ; and being supplied from Oxford, is 
an excellent classical school, but is under 
the sole control of the Church of England, 
Mr. Pryor, who was educated for the mi- 
nistry of that church, afterwards completed 
a theological course at the Baptist Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Newton, near Boston; 
and Mr. Crawley went through a similar 
course at Andover, Massachusetts. 

The classes opened on the 20th of Ja- 
nuary last, and in a few days numbered 
twenty-one students of full collegiate age 
and promising talents; and the academ 
connected with it very shortly filled up to 
more than its former number of pupils, 

The provision made for the instruction of 
these classes in a collegiate course, being 
thus rendered as efficient as that of other 
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collegiate institutions in the province, the 
Education Society being resolved so soon as 
possible to increase it, and the number of 
students much exceeding that of Dalhousie 
College or of King’s College at Windsor, 
the Education Society felt themselves en- 
titled to apply to the legislature for an act 
of incorporation of the Queen’s College, by 
which collegiate privileges should be con- 
ferred on it, equivalent to those of King’s 
College, or Dalhousie College, together 
with a more permanent endowment. The 
case was a very strong one. It was felt to 
be so, and the most strenuous and unfair 
endeavours were made by persons of oppo- 
site views to defeat the application. After 
a closely contested struggle, the application 
was lost by a majority of one. 

This disappointment is found however to 
increase rather than check the zeal of the 
Baptist churches, They feel that they 
have been most injuriously treated, and 
while their need of such an institution as 
the Queen’s College is daily augmenting; 
and they are assured that the continued 
maintenance of the institution on its present 


| footing, and especially the gradual increase, 


as circumstances require it, of the means of 
instruction by the appointment of other 
professors, must ensure their final success 
with the legislature. 

The course of instruction is designedto 
be as fully equal to that usual in colleges, 
and as deserving of the customary literary 
honours, as the circumstances will permit, 
The higher classics,—mathematics in the ad-_ 
vanced branches,—moral philosophy, rhe- 
toric, logic, &c., constitute the course of 
studies at which they aim. 

It is evident that great advantage would 
be obtained by a greater number of teachers, 
especially if, as they have reason to antici_ 
pate, the number of students shall increase. 
In addition to this they require funds for 
the purchase of a library and philosophical 
apparatus. All these objects are before 
them, and, limited as their means are, they 
look for the accomplishment without de- 
spondency. 

The sources on which the society depends 
for the maintenance and further progress 
of their new college, together with the aca_ 
demy in which are a principal and assistant 
teacher, are derived from private voluntary 
contributions, together with the legislative 
grant of three hundred pounds, and the fees 
arising from instruction. It is for the be. 
nefit of a fund arising from tuition, as well 
as the more extensive diffusion of the ad- 
vantages of education,'that the plan of a 
general academy and college has been 
adopted in preference to the English me- 
thod among dissenters of colleges for the 
education of religious youth alone. It is 
hoped at no very distant period, however, 
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to provide a regular course of theological 
instruction in such manner, as shall not in- 
terfere with the general plan and character 
of the.college. Although it is a mode in 
-which an appeal ‘to the liberality of indivi- 
duals would appear most appropriate, we 
cannot suggest one more likely to be of the 
utmost service to our youthful college than 
donations of books, 

To fulfil the present undertaking, although 
commenced with spirit and determination, 
no small amount of effort and means are 
required. Itis a great though needful en- 
terprise—the people on whom the burthen 
is thrown are possessed of but little wealth. 
Assistance from your society or from other 
quarters would be most grateful and we 
trust most beneficial to the cause of God. 
Already have we been permitted to see an 
ebvious and wholesome change produced 
in the character of the ministry in this pro- 
vince, through the influence of the academy 
cat Horton. We reasonably anticipate still 
more from the more advanced institution, 
and at the same time it is worthy of obser- 
vation, and of grateful praise to our heaven- 
ly Father, that the immediate vicinity of 
the institution has been repeatedly blessed 
‘by effusions of divine grace on the people, 
in which the labours of the officers and pious 
students have been greatly instrumental. 

It is but just that we should here express 
our gratitude to our brethren in the United 
States for their kind feeling and liberality, 
and it will show the estimation in which 
our endeavours are held by them to state 
that the Northern Baptist Education So- 
ciety, the centre of whose operations are in 
Boston, have for some ‘time past assisted 
us by granting an.allowance which in a.great 
«measure supports four young men as bene- 
ficiaties at Horton, intended for the minis- 
try. 

We do strongly feel, that as prethren and 
fellow subjects struggling under circum- 
stances of peculiar difficulty in an under- 
taking of vital moment, we have some claim 
upon your sympathy and assistance, as far 

-as you can feel justified in granting it. We 
may justly fear that our attempt cannot be 

sustained without the.countenance and sup- 
port.of those who are able and willing to 
yield it. The immediate and speedy com- 

‘nunication that is very shortly to take place 

between this colony and England by means 
of steam, and the passing events of every 
day, are tending torender our position more 
central an(l important, and to increase our 
population in .a rapid degree. We feel 
therefore that.a vastly increasing obligation 
is laid on us as a denomination to redouble 
our efforts in the-cause of sound and en- 
lightened education in order to sustain the 
influence we already hold among others 
from our numbers and our past exertions, 
VOL. J¥.—FOURTH SERIES. 
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and we earnestly appeal to your society, 
whether, under the character you have as. ° 
sumed, as connected with these colonies, 
we ought to anticipate a disappointment. 
We cannot precisely suggest in what mode 
you might feel it most practicable to assist 
us, but either by maintaining in whole or in 
part a professorship in theology or any 
other branch, or by affording us general as- 
sistance, and leaving the particular applica. 
tion to ourselves, or in any other way that 
might appear most desirable to your society, 
you would confer on us a benefit which 
would most essentially contribute to our 
ultimate success, as well as to the common 
advantage of the denomination, and of the 
province. 
With sincere prayers for the divine 
blessing on all your labours, we remain, 
Dear brethren, 
Your sincere friends and brethren 
in Christ, 
[Signed by the Executive Committee 
of the Nova Scotia Baptist Education 
Society. ] 
Halifax, May 10, 1839. 


UNITED ‘STATES. 


The following extracts of letters from the 
Rev. N. Colver, of New York, to the Rev. 
T. Morgan, of Birmingham, will be perused 
with lively interest by the numerous read- 
ers of the magazine whose daily prayers 
are offered for the emancipation of Ameri- 
can slaves and slaveholders from their pre- 
sent thraldom. 


Noy. 4, 1840. 


“Among the other good things which 
eame in ‘the highly-esteemed box, I was 
happy to find a letter from yourself. You 
ask if it is the triennial-convention to which 
we wish you to send delegates. It is the 
triennial convention. We wish you to 
send delegates with instructions not to seal 
their lips, but to open them for God and 
the dumb; and we want you to send men 
too, that will carry -out such instructions, 
and stand by us at that time of fearful 
struggle. The subject is becoming awfully 
solemn, and the -crisis is at hand, some- 
thing of which you will perceive by the pa- 
pers which I send you; and events are al. 
most daily transpiring which betoken it 
near. One of deep and solemn moment 
has just occurred : the board of foreign mis- 
sions, as you are aware, sits in Boston; re. 
cent communications from bodies and 
D.D.’s of the Southern States, in great 
number, demand .of them that they shall 
exclude the abolitionists from ‘the board, 
and condemn their movements, or else they 
will withdraw from it. The night before 
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‘last, there was a large meeting of the board 
‘to consider their demands; it was a most 
solemn and interesting meeting, they felt 
that the crisis had come, and, thank God, 
they have met it as Christians. The deci- 
sion was unanimous, that they could not 
comply in any respect with their demands, 
thus leaving the labouring oar on the restive 
and frantic slaveholders, who if they keep 
their word must now withdraw; this has 
given great delight to the abolitionists. . . 
There is an increasing sympathy 
with our cause. It is now settled that there 
will be a split between the north and the 
south, and I think there are symptoms of a 
split between the southerners themselves. 
But they will make one more fearful strug- 
gle before they retire, and that will be at Bal- 
timore. I perceive that the southern bodies 
are instructing their delegates to that meet- 
ing‘to press the subject upon the conven- 
tion, and demand of them to repudiate the 
doings of the abolitionists, determining, if 
they cannot succeed, to retire and organize 
a convention of their own... ....Ifthey 
thrust it upon the convention, why then, 
we must do battle in the name of the Lord, 
and, you know, in his name “‘ we can run 
through a troop, or leap over a wall.” And 
in such a case think you a proper delega- 
tion from England could do us no good? 
And have you not hearts that would love to 
stand with us in so noble a conflict. But 
further,—the American Anti-slavery Con- 
vention meets in New York the week after; 
—it will be one of overwhelming interest, 
~and the presence of a proper delegation 


you know that our Baptist .strength is in 
the state of New York, and you know too 
that brother Galusha is a member of the 
board (one of its vice-presidents): the 
south have clamorously demanded that he 
should be sacrificed to appease their 
offended dignity, because he was president 
.of the Anti-slavery Convention, and one of 
the delegates to London. At the recent 
great anniversary of the New York State 
Missionary Convention (a convention that 
does more for home and foreign missions 
than all the southern states) he was elected 
by ballot to its presidency, over the head of 
the most popular pro-slavery man in the 
country, What think you the south will 
say to that? We are in ecstasies about it. 
The tide is rising at the north—a tide, I 
apprehend, too mighty to be dammed up 
by southern wrath. My health is greatly 
mproved.” 


Nov. 30, 1840. 


“‘T send you some papers; by one of them 
you will perceive that they have been 
lynching one of their best ministers in 


INTELLIGENCE. 


South Carolina. It seems as if the slave. 
holders are waxing worse and worse. It is 
to be feared that God has given them over 
to hardness of heart, and blindness of mind. 
I suppose that the slaveholders in the West 
Indies were as bad as those in the Southern 
States, but they were held in by a fear of 
the home government ; but our slaveholders 
have nothing of the kind to keep them in 
check. I do not exaggerate at all when I 
say, that at the south, an abolitionist has no 
protection whatever from the laws; so far 
as law is concerned, an abolitionist may be 
murdered in any part of the slave states 
with perfect impunity, and the sentiment is 
pretty prevalent there, even among magis- 
trates and ministers, that an abolitionist is 
a sort of an outlaw, and that whosoever 
killeth him doeth God service. What it 
will come to God only knows; our hearts 
and hands are full. I sometimes almost 
sink in despondency, and ery out, like Job, 
**O that thou wouldst hide me in the grave, 
until the sturm be overpast.” But there is 
no such thing as hiding. We have no way 
but to breast the storm. We have not only 
the rage of the south to contend with, but 
there are many at the north, and among us, 
and among our Christian editors and minis- 
ters, who are ever ready to do what they 
can to defame or injure an active abolition- 
ist; and [ have sometimes thought that the 
envious tongue, or invidious pen, were 
more to be dreaded than the bowie knife. 
But I think on the whole, that symptoms 
are more favourable at the north, and we 
have this comfort, that if we keep our faces 
in the dust, and wait on the Lord, we have 
nothing to fear. ‘ The Lord reigneth ; let 
fhe earth rejoice.’”’ He will ‘cause the 
wrath of man to praise him, and the re- 
mainder of wrath he will restrain,’ and 
though “faint we are still pursuing.” 


NEW CHAPELS, 
NORTH CHURCH, HERTS. 


In the village of North Church, a neat 
Baptist chapel, capable of containing about 
150 persons, was opened, Sept. 17, 1840, 
when three sermons were preached ; that in 
the morning by the Rev. W. Payne, of 
Chesham, those in the afternoon and even- 
ing, by the Rev. J. Statham, of Reading. 
The Rev. Messrs. Tomlin, of Chesham ; 
Wake, of Markyate Street; and the late 
Mr. Hobbs, of Berkhampstead, conducted 
the devotional parts of the services. There 
is a pleasing attendance on the afternoon 
and evening of the Sabbath; and it is 
hoped some are inquiring the way to Zion. 
May the little one become a thousand. The 
greater part of the expense incurred by the 
erection of this building has been defrayed 
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by the generosity of one individual living 
in the village,—the liberality and effort of 
another friend living in the immediate vi- 
cinity, and the kind co-operation of friends. 
in the neighbourhood. Should any lovers 
of the voluntary principle be disposed to 
help those who have helped themselves, 
any of the ministers engaged at the opening 
of the chapel would be happy to: be made 
the almoners of their bounty. 


ST. PETER’S PORT, GUERNSEY. 

On Monday, November 30, the founda- 
tion stone of a new Baptist chapel, to be 
Built in Wesley Road, for the use of the 
particular Baptist church meeting in the 


same road, was laid by the minister, the | 


Rev. G. W. Fishbourne, in the presence of 
about 200 spectators. The Rev. W. Laxon, 
(Indep.), R. Tabb (Bible Christian), and C. 
Jones (Prim. Meth.), took part in the ser- 
vice. In the evening, at the present 
- preaching-room, an appropriate sermon was 
delivered by the Rey. T. Mills (New Con- 
nexion Methodist). Collections were made 
after each of the services, to aid in defray- 
ing the expenses of the new building. 


ASHILL, DEVON. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 1, the foundation 
stone of a small Baptist chapel was laid at 
Ashill, in the parish of Uffculm, Devon, by 
the Rev. F. H. Roleston. The people as- 
sembled on the occasion were addressed by 
the Revs. W. May, C. Hawkins, F. H. 
Roleston, and H. Stembridge. It was a 
truly interesting service. 

This village is one of the stations con- 
nected with the Baptist church at Saint 
Hill, Kentisbeer. The gospel has been 
preached there for many years, but the con- 
gregation having lately increased, the room 
is not sufficiently large to contain the peo- 
ple who come to hear the word, and it has 


therefore become expedient to erect a small | Pedobaptist church in that village. 


chapel for their accommodation. For this 
purpose one of the members has kindly 
_ given a spot of land, and several neighbour- 
ing farmers have engaged to draw materials 
for the building. May the Lord prosper 
the undertaking, and render it conducive to 
his own glory and the conversion of sinners. 


NEW CHURCH. 


ATTLEBOROUGH, WARWICKSHIRE. 

On Tuesday evening, Sept. 29, 1840, a 
Christian church of the particular Baptist 
denomination, was formed at Attleborough, 
near Nuneaton. The Rev. E. Campbell, 
of Warwick, read and prayed. The Rev. 
E. Fall, of Rugby, stated the nature of a 
Christian church. After which the brethren 
and sisters, under the direction of the Rev. 
-F. Franklin, of Coventry, who for nearly 
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thirty years had occasionally preached 
amongst them, gave to each other the right 
hand of fellowship; and then the Rev. R. 
Miller, of Branston, addressed them on their 
respective duties. A deep seriousness 
pervaded the whole congregation. Many 
were in tears. And an impression was 
made which will not be speedily erased. 
The Rev. F. Franklin, of Coventry, closed 
the interesting service with prayer: 


ORDINATIONS. 


MASHAM AND BEDALE, YORKSHIRE. 

On Thursday the 10th of December, Mr. 
D. Mackay, late of Horton College, was re- 
cognised as pastor of the churches in Ma- 
sham and Bedale, in the Baptist chapel, 
Masham. ‘The Rey. A. Ewing, A.M. of 
Halifax, delivered the introductory dis- 
course, and proposed the questions to the 
minister, and the Rev. J. Acworth, A.M., of 
Horton College, delivered the charge to the 
minister, and preached to the church. The 
congregation was good, and the services 
throughout were interesting. 


DEAL. 

The Rey. Ebenezer Hunt, late of Batter- 
sea, having accepted a unanimous invita- 
tion from the Baptist church at Deal (re- 
cently under the charge of the Rev. Eben- 
ezer Davis, now of Lewes), has entered on 
his new sphere of labour. 


RECENT DEATH. 


MRS. SPOONER. 

Died, on Lord’s Day morning, Nov. 15, 
1840, in the seventieth year of her age, Mrs. 
Martha Spooner, of Coventry, mother of 
the Rev. J. Spooner, of Attleborough. She 
was a steady and uniform Christian charac- 
ter for nearly fifty years. She was born at 
Bedworth, on the 2nd of January, 1770, 
and early in life became a member of the 
On 
her removal with her family to Coventry, 
about the year 1810, she became a regular 
attendant upon the ministry of the Rev. 
F. Franklin. It was here she became con- 
vinced of believers’ baptism, and on the 
25th of July, 1813, attended to that divine 
and sacred ordinance. During her afflic- 
tion, which was very protracted and pain- 
ful, she suffered much through fear of death, 
but was greatly comforted by the unwea- 
ried attention and kindness of her beloved 
brethren and friends, and at last was fa- 
youred with such manifestations of divine 
mercy as enabled her to rejoice in God her 
Saviour. She exclaimed, “I have a hope 
with which I would not part for thousands 
of worlds.” ‘Oh I long to be in heaven.” 
And then without a struggle or a groan she 
fell asleep in Jesus. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


——ee 


ON THE BIBLE TRANSLATION SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My pear Srr,—Our esteemed friend 
Mr. Morgan, having appealed to Mr. Stovel 
and myself, as the mover and seconder of 
the resolution which designates the title, 
constitution, and’ rules of the Bible Trans- 
lation Society, I beg to trouble you with a 
few remarks, but for which I wish to add 
that my friend Mr. Stovel is in no way re- 
sponsible. The clause to which objection 
is made is the following :—“ It being always 
understood that the words relating to the 
ordinance of baptism shall be translated by 
terms signifying immersion.” 

T admit at once that there is an apparent 
incongruity between this clause and the 
spirit of the second resolution, and that if it 
had been the design to establish a Bible 
Society of a general character, or one that 
should embrace the large and comprehen- 
sive objects of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, the incongruity would be real, 
as well as apparent. Such, however, was 
not the design of the committee of the Bap. 
tist Union. The second resolution adverts 
to the principles which ought to regulate 
the directors of a general and comprehen- 
sive Bible society, ‘‘in reference to the 
faithful translation of the word of God, and 
the moral independence of its translators.” 
It assumes that the committee of the Bible 
Society have violated these principles by 
withholding their support from the faithful 
and well-attested versions made by the 
Baptist missionaries, in which the words re- 
lating to the ordinance of baptism are trans- 
lated by terms: signifying immersion, The 
Baptist denomination being the only sect of 
the Christian church who contend for this 
translation of the term, on them as a matter 
of necessity devolves the duty of supporting 
such versions. The Bible Translation So. 
ciety therefore is not designed to be of a 
general character,—it is undertaken for a 
special object,—it originates in self-defence, 
and its object is to: encourage the production 
and circulation of such complete transla- 
tions of the Holy Scriptures—eompetently 
authenticated for fidelity—as the Bible So. 
eiety, by its unjust decision, declares that it 
will not assist. 

If the reader will turn to the thirty-se- 
venth page of the last report of the Baptist 
Union, he will find sufficient evidence of 
the object of the Committee of the Union. 
He will there see the following resolution: 


“ That the continued refusal of the com 
mittee of the Bible Society to support the 
versions of the New Testament, made by 
the Baptist missionaries, notwithstanding 
their admitted superiority and unquestioned 
faithfulness, leaves the Baptist body no al- 
ternative, after seven years’ endurance of 
the wrong, and the employment of all pro- 
per methods to obtain redress, but to seek 
support for them by an appeal to the Chris- 
tian public, through an organization formed 
for that purpose ; a measure which will be 
adopted with extreme reluctance, but which’ 
the committee of the Bible Society has 
forced upon them by its inequitable deci- 
sion.” 

In immediate connexion with this stands 
the next resolution, 

“It shall be the object of this society to 
encourage the translation of the Holy 
Scriptures, into the different languages of 
the world, by aiding the circulation of such 
versions, by Baptist missionaries and others, 
as are competently authenticated for fide. 
Syn. 

This is the resolution in question as it 
was passed by the Union Committee, Feb. 
20, 1840, and was afterwards printed, and 
sent (together with the other resolution) 
with the memorial to every Baptist minis- 
ter in the kingdom, with a circular dated 
Feb. 28. 

By the Provisional Committee of the Bi- 
ble Translation Society, it was first altered 
at a meeting held March 20th. In the mi- 
nutes of that meeting it is as follows: “ It 
shall be the object of the society to encour- 
age the production and circulation of such 
translations of the Holy Scriptures into the 
different languages of the world, whether 
made by Baptist missionaries or others, as 
may be competently authenticated for fide- 
lity?” In this form it was never published. 

By the same committee it was subse- 
quently altered again, March 24, the day of 
the public meeting, to its present form: “It 
shall be the object of this society to encour- 
age the production and circulation of com. 
plete translations of the Holy Scriptures 
competently authenticated for fidelity, it 
being always understood that the words re. 
lating to the ordinance of baptism shall be 
translated by terms signifying immersion,’ 

At a meeting of the Union in the follow. 
ing May, a motion was made to recommend 
the expunging of the last clause, but the 
vote went in favour of retaining it. 

Excuse, my dear Sir,. this minute detail. 
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‘T have made it in order to show that the 
resolution in question has undergone many 
alterations, from which it is apparent that 
neither the committee of the Union nor the 
Provisional Committee, did at first within 
their own apprehension define with desirable 
precision and perspicuity the object of the 
proposed society, and that when the resolu- 
tion at length received its final modification, 
it did but express what was always intended. 
That it was the intention of the committee 
to form a society for the support exclusive- 
ly of immersionist versions appears also, 
not from this clause only, but from the first 
resolution passed at the public meeting in 
Park Street, in which the design of the new 

_ institution is distinctly declared in the fol- 
lowing terms :—‘‘to take up that depart- 
ment of Christian labour, from which the 
Bible Society resolves to retire.” 

I know not how far the force of these re- 
marks will be admitted. But if they donot 
satisfy my esteemed brother, Mr. Morgan, 
I would put it to: him candidly, whether he 
thinks that the well-authenticated versions 
of the New Testament made by the Baptist 
missionaries, which the Bible Society has 
repudiated, ought not to be sustained by 
the Christian public?—and especially by 
the Baptist denomination 1—whether he 
really thinks that the Bible Translation So- 
ciety, by explaining the term fidelity when 
applied to the translation of the word Baz- 
riZw, does ‘take an unwarrantable license 
with,” and “ place fetters upon ” men who 
from the beginning have committed them. 
selves to the faithful translation of that 
word, and of every other word as far as it 
can be effected? and finally, whether he 
really thinks that the Baptist denomination 
would have formed, or ought to: have form- 
ed, a society to encourage versions of the 
scriptures in which the term BarriZw shall 
be transferred, or translated (rather mis- 
translated) by sprinkling, pouring, washing, 
or christening ? And if not, why does our 
friend object to say sot In maintaining 
the clause we say openly and honestly what 
we mean; by suppressing it we expose our- 
selves to the charge of duplicity. : 

I hope not to trouble you again on this 
subject, unless I should be convinced that 
Tam inerror. In that ease I will thank. 
fully acknowledge my obligations for being 
set tight. That the Bible Translation So- 
ciety with its present constitution has met 
with all but the universal acceptance of the 
denomination, and with the cordial good 
will of many who belong to other portions 
of the Christian church, is cause for devout 
thankfulness. Its subscriptions already 
amount to nearly £2000, and in various 
parts of the country the design has been in- 
timated to form societies, auxiliary to its 
operations—a design whieh, I trust, will be 
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speedily and energetically carried into exe: 
cution. 
With every feeling of respect for Mr. 
Morgan and for yourself, Mr. Editor, 
T am, yours truly, 
W. H. Murcw. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—I perceive a letter in your 
last from the Rev. T. Morgan, which re- 
quires from me a line of explanation. It is 
true that I seconded the resolution to which 
he refers, wherein the constitution of the 
Bible Translation Society is described ; but 
it was done under such very peculiar circum- 
stances, that I hope my brethren will not 
hold me responsible for the clause in ques- 
tion. It by no means has my concurrence. 
The resolution forwarded to me is as follows : 


«2, It shall be the object of this society to 
encourage the production and circulation 
of such translations of the Holy Scriptures 
into the different languages of the world, 
whether made by Baptist missionaries or 
others, as may be competently authenti- 
cated for fidelity.” 


As this was forwarded to me by the Sec- 
retary several days before the meeting, I 
supposed that it contained the views of the 
committee; but after Mr. Steane had ended 
his speech in the meeting, the following ad- 
dition was put into my hand. 


“It being always understood that the words 
relating to the ordinance of Baptism shall 
be translated by terms: signifying ‘immer- 
sion.’” 

It was, I confess, my duty to have consi- 
dered more seriously the import of what was 
added, especially as I had not attended the 
preliminary committee, and brother Maclay 
pointed out the words to me as perfectly 
pleonastical ; since we ourselves could tes- 
tify that any version in which these words 
were not so translated could neither be per- 
fect nor faithful. But I had not the least 
conception that anything would have been 
introduced at that time which might alter the 
position of the Society, and the sense of 
what had been officially communicated. My 
mindand heart also were absorbed in contem- 
plating the juncture to which this great affair 
had, by the good providence of God, been 
brought; and in thinking how I might ad- 
vance it one step further, by securing the 
voice of that meeting in favour of a new 
English version. This, 1 believe, all who: 
attended the meeting will allow, was most 
fully yielded ; though in securing this con- 
currence, my attention was diverted frony 
this additional clause, the passing of which 
I have regretted ever since. 

Permit me to add that I regret mest 
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deeply the denominational and unnecessarily 
controversial character which is thus given 
to the Society, and to all the discussions in 
its favour. The providing and circulating 
of perfect translations of Holy Scripture is 
an object far more important to every part of 
the Christian church than the mere transla- 
tion of BaxriZw. Let me entreat my bre- 
thren to correct this error before it be too 
late. 

Imploring the grace of Almighty God on 
this great undertaking, 

Iam, dear Sir, 
Yours, sincerely, 
C. STOVEL, 


5, Stebon- Terrace, 
Philpot-street, east. 
Dec. 12, 1840. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

My pear Sir,—Since my last letter to 
you of the 19th ult., we have again heard 
from our brethren in Calcutta, and I beg, 
with your permission, to lay before our 
ehurches the following information received 
from them. It will, I trust, rejoice every 
Christian heart to learn how the desire after 
the Word of God is increasing among idola- 
tors and Mohammedans, and how indefati- 
gable are the labours of our missionary press 
to supply their wants. 

The brethren have been stimulated to en- 
larged effort by the formation of our new 
Society. They say in another part of the 
letter from which the extract below is given, 
that they have interpreted “our published 
documents as saying, ‘‘ Go on, brethren, we 
will help you; your labours and your en- 
‘treaties have called us into action, we will 
how respond to your call, and afford you the 
support you require.” 

Expectations thus raised must not be dis- 
appointed. I have confidence in God, and 
under God, I have confidence in our pastors 
and churches that the required support will 
be forthcoming. Butwill our friends through- 
out the country allow me tu represent to them 
that an infant sogiety has not at command 
the agents to visit them, and the means of 
collecting their contributions, which older 
institutions possess. It must, to a great ex- 
tent, look to the unsolicited exercise of Chris. 
tian benevolence to supply its treasury with 
funds. In the name of the Committee, 
therefore, of the Bible Translation Society, 
I prefer the respectful but earnest request, 
that our churches and their honoured pastors 
will spontaneously take up the cause in their 
several localities. I shall be most happy to 
furnish them on application with any quan- 
tity of our printed papers and collecting 
eards which they can advantageously distri- 
bute, or render them any other assistance in 
my power. Tam, my dear Sir, 

Yours, affectionately, for the truth’s sake, 

EDWARD STEANE, Sec, 

Camberwell, Dec. 17, 1840, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“Extract of a Letter from Rev. James 
Thomas, dated Calcutta, Sept. 19, 1840. 


“Tn not a few places there appears an ex- 
traordinary excitement among the people, 
and the eagerness shown by thousands to 
obtain the Scriptures is quite a new feature 
in the mission. The number of Scriptures, 
as testaments, gospels, psalters, &c. sent out 
of our depository from the Ist of January to 
the end of August, is 28,777, and further 
supplies to a considerable amount must be 
sent out within the next month or six weeks. 
This distribution will show you, and our 
other dear friends in England, how urgent 
was the necessity (though they knew it not 
at the time) for the step they have taken in 
forming the new society, and how important 
it is that vigorous measures should be 
adopted and steadily pursued, to secure the 
requisite funds to enable us to carry forward 
this veryimportant department of missionary 
operations. Not having heard of any fresh 
appropriation by the American and Foreign 
Bible Society, we begin to look with some 
anxiety for communications from our dear 
friends in England. The following works 
are at the present moment passing through 
the press. In Sanscrit the New Testament: 
we have printed to Hebrews. In Bengalt 
the Bible, two editions, quarto, 500, large 
8vo. 2500, with 2,000 extra in parts; the 
Psalms, 5,000; Luke,15,000;Testament, new 
edition just commenced, 5,000 with 2,000 
extra copies of the gospels and Acts toge. 
ther. In Persian, the N. T, 2,000; Gospels 
and Acts, 2.000; and single Gospels, 3,000. 
We are nearly through John. In Hindu- 
stani N. T, 3,000: has proeeeded to 1 Pet. 
(the Gospels and Acts, 1,000 completed a 
few weeks ago). The Testament will be out 
in about a month. May we not say on the 
title-page “* printed for the B.T.S.2” Also, 
the Gospels and Acts in the Persian charac- 
ter, 5,000. Matthew about halfdone. Ge- 
nesis in Bengali is in great request, and I 
make no doubt that in six months we shalk 
have to think about a second edition.” 


ON INSURING THE LIVES OF MINISTERS. 
To ihe Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


DeEaR S1R,—Will you allow me through 
the medium of your pages still further to 
direct the attention of our churches to the 
subject which, in your last number, Mr. 
Knill adverted to, as I think it one which 
Justice, liberality, and eeonomy urge upon 
them. 

I was very much pleased to see it taken 
up by one so universally esteemed, and so 
well calculated to make an impression on 
the public mind. Still the subject is not 
exhausted, and will well bear being again 
introduced to the notice of our churches. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Tt is well known that many of our pastors 
‘receive from their people a remuneration 
‘for their services which is but just sufli- 
“cient to meet their necessary expenditure, 
and in many cases, especially where they 
have young families, not even this. But 
very few of them are able to make any pro- 
vision for their widows and families after 
their decease, the consequence of which is 
that when that event takes place, the latter 
must become either dependent upon public 
‘bounty ‘for support or endure all the priva- 

tions and sufferings of abject poverty. 

Now I could ask whether it is either just 
‘or generous that such a state of things 
should continue amongst us ? 

No one can but rejoice at the recent dis- 
plays of spontaneous liberality that have 
‘been made on behalf of the widows and 
families of several deceased ministers. But 
does not the very fact that there was an ab- 
-solute necessity for such extraordinary libe- 
rality to preserve them from the grinding 
hand of poverty imply that there is some. 
thing sadly deficient inthe administration 
cof affairs among us ? 

‘It is an undoubted fact thatin many cases 
“if the same amount of talent and diligence 
“were devoted by our pastors to a secular 
~profession, as they devote to the Christian 
ministry, they would not only be able to 
support themselves in comfort while they 
live, but also make some provision for their 
‘families after their decease. Is it then ei- 
ther just or generous toward our brethren 
to allow them to devote their time and 
energies to our spiritual benefit, and thus 
preclude 'them from engaging in any con- 
cern by which they might make some pro- 
vision for their surviving families, unless 

we voluntarily make some provision, how- 
ever limited it may be, for the benefit of 
those who are most dearly related to them, 
and entirely dependent upon them? 

Is it either just or generous to allow them 
to be haunted by the withering suspicion— 
in many instances the absolute conviction— 
that in case of their removal from this life, 
their dear families will be reduced to a state 
of helpless poverty, unless sustained for a 
time by the precarious bounty of the Chris- 
tian public? 

Is it a wise and prudent economy to con- 
tinue this state of things amongst us. Would 
not the sums that have been raised by ex- 
traordinary efforts during the past few 
years, and which have afforded assistance 
to but comparatively few destitute families, 
if otherwise appropriated, have afforded 
permanent relief to many more? It may 
be difficult to give at oncean answer to this 
question—my own decided conviction is 
that they would. 

“If there were a regular sum set apart by 
our churches for this purpose—a small 
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amount would suffice. This would more 
easily be raised than an occasional extraor- 
dinary subscription. Our ministers would 
be'freed from much tormenting and needless 
anxiety, respecting their widows and chil- 
dren, and an act of justice and generosity 
would be performed expressive of the es. 
teem of the churches, and calling forth the 
gratitude and confidence of their pastors. 

I do not plead for an extensive provision, 
but such a one as most of our churches 
might make, and which would place the fa- 
milies of our pastors above absolute need 
in ease of their decease. The two excellent 
societies which Mr. Knill refers to, afford 
abundant facilities for making such a pro- 
vision. In the ‘‘ Protestant Union,” a so- 
ciety open to the admission of dissenting 
ministers of all denominations, in the case 
of a minister thirty years of age, by the pay- 
ment of £5 9s. 6d. per annum, a pension of 
£25 per annum, maybe secured to his wi- 
dow during her life. In case he should 
die without leaving a widow, his family 
would still be benefited. If he were to 
leave one child £100 would be paid to it,— 
if two children £150 to them; if three, 
£175, and if four or more, £200. In the 
Dissenters’ Fire and Life Insurance Office, 
the sum of £500 may be secured to the 
surviving family of a minister of the same 
age, by the annual payment of £11 13s., 
which sum would be gradually diminished 
as the society prospered. 

Thus by the annual payment of compa- 
ratively a small sum, a provision might he 
made for the widows and families of our 
deceased ninistering brethren, and though 
that provision might be small, yet it would 
be something to depend upon, and in either 
of these societies the amount of provision 
might be increased by a proportionably in- 
creased annual payments. 

But it may be said if by this small annual 
expenditure a provision of this kind may 
be made, why do not our pastors make it 
for themselves? I reply that while some 
do many cannot—and that the sums men- 
tioned, though small in themselves, are 
large when the whole income of our bre. 
thren is already and necessarily appropriated. 
While there are many of our ministers who 
are unable to devote either of these sums 
to this object, there are surely but few of 
our churches but might with a small effort 
do it for them. 

Do any doubt this, I would merely say, 
Try—and in nineteen cases out of twenty, 
our brethren whose families have nothing 
to depend upon but the income of their 
head, would at least have something to sus- 
tain them when their dearest earthly friend, 
their main prop, shall be removed from 


them. 
Allow me, Sir, before I close to make one 
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more suggestion. It is usual in many of 
our churches to make their pastor a “‘ new 
year’s gift.” Now I cannot think of any 
gift of this kind more appropriate than a 
sum of money for the especial purpose of 
making a small provision for his family af- 
ter his decease. By adopting this sugges- 
tion many of our dear brethren would be 
relieved from a burden of constant anxiety. 
Many a widow’s heart would be consoled 
and comforted, and many an orphan family 
would be preserved from the privations and 
trials of helpless poverty. 

Hoping that these suggestions may at 
least in some instances be adopted, 

I remain, dear Sir, With much esteem, 

Yours, &c., 
A Layman, 


‘ON THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Str,—On the 4th instant I applied 
‘to Mr. Penny for a printed form to fill up 
-as an application for a share of the profits 
-of our valuable miscellany, in behalf of the 
widow of the late William Evans, Aberys- 
twyth, who has been left in very exigent 
circumstances. Mr. Penny very promptly 
replied to my note, but at the same time 
informed me that he thought it would be 
useless for him to send me the form, as he 
-was afraid the old recipients could not be at. 
‘tended to on account of the expenses being 
increased by the enlargement of the Herald 
without an increase of sale to meet them. 
‘Now this I am very sorry for, and think it 
.a great disgrace on the denomination that 
it should be so, and beg to call the attention 
of our ministers throughout the whole king- 
‘dom, to use their influence immediately 
with their friends and congregations to dou- 
ble the number of the recipients of the Ma- 
.gazine for the next year, if it was only on 
‘the consideration that the profits accruing 
from the sale are given to the poor widows 
cand orphans of our departed ministers ; be- 
sides, where can we find so much informa- 
tion in so small a compass, for the trifling 
sum of sixpence a month. I shall think it 
my duty and privilege in future to use all 
my influence to increase the sale of our ex- 
cellent, useful, and much improved maga- 
zine, and hope that every Baptist minister 
will do the same. 

I am, dear Sir, Yours very respectfully, 

TimorHy THomas. 

Neweastle Emlyn. 

Dec. 10, 1840. 


Dear Sir,—As another year is com- 
‘mencing, a favourable opportunity is af- 
forded for saying a word on this subject, 
-and for ministers doing something towards 


| selves. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


the wider circulation of our denominational 
organ. I have no hesitation in asserting 
that this is an object which rests much, if 
not almost entirely with ministers of the 
gospel. They may do much te promote or 
much to hinder it. Silence on the subject, 
ora single remark which shows that they 
slight it, has a powerful influence. A fa- 
vourable word, on the other hand, is equally 
useful. For the sake of stimulating and 
encouraging my brethren in the ministry, I 
will state a few facts connected with my 
own efforts and success in this cause. 

At our monthly prayer meetings when 
intelligence is read, | embrace the oppor- 
tunity of recommending all who can afford 
6d. a month to take the magazine for them. 
I speak of it from the pulpit. I 
advance the subject in my pastoral visits. I 
get it for them, so that they are saved the 
trouble of calling at a bookseller’s to order 
it for themselves. I state particularly the 
noble object to which the profits are appro- 
priated, the importance of a fund for minis- 
ters’ widows, and of every one who loyes 
his pastor doing something to promote 
it; and here they may do it, and at the 
same time get something for their money. 
I hesitate not to say, these things are not 
generally known amongst our people. And 
who are to make them known, if not minis- 
ters? 

And have these efforts proved unayail- 
ing? By no means—and they will not 
where made in a proper spirit and manner. 
In my former charge I sueceeded in obtain. 
ing many subscribers ; and in my present, 
which is but an infant church, where the 
magazine was hardly known before, I have 
within these few weeks, obtained upwards 
of a dozen, not one of whom would have 
taken it out but for these appeals, 

One thing I may urge asa motive. I be- 
lieve our Magazine suffers by comparison 
with the Evangelical, &e., for want of 
monthly portraits. And how is this defi- 
ciency to be supplied, but by a wider circu- 
lation? 1confess I should like very much 
to see the portraits of our friend Mr. Edi- 
tor, and of the respected secretaries of our 
various societies, and.of the tutors of our 
colleges; and every year the chairman of 
the Baptist Union, &c., &. And I am sure 
that all this might be. gained if every minis- 
ter in the kingdom were to obtain a dozen 
more subseribers. Laying aside, however, 
all general interests, the very fact that the 
profits are devoted to a fund for ministers’ 
widows, is a‘loud call for ministers above 
all others employing every means to extend 
the circulation of the Magazine. 

Tam, dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
F. JoHNSTONE. 
Carlisle, Dec. 14, 1840. 
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MISSION PREMISES AT MAULMEIN, BURMAH. 


Tue name of Jupson has long been justly beloved and venerated by the 
friends of Christian Missions, More than a quarter of a century has passed away 
since this devoted Missionary first took up his abode among the semi-civilized 
Burmese. Many have been the personal sufferings he has been called to 
endure, but the good providence of God has preserved him (as we trust) to 
this day, and permitted him to witness a great work quietly, but effectually, 
advancing in that part of the Missionary field. : 

We avail ourselves of the interesting volumes lately published by our estim- 
able friend, the Rev. Howard Malcom, of the United States, to present our 
readers with an engraving of the Missionary Printing Office at Maulmein, and 
also of the dwelling-house in which Mr. Judson resides. This city (Maulmein) 
is on the British side of the river Salwen, and the Mission was established there 
by Mr. Boardman, on its first settlement in 1827, It is now the principal 
station of the Baptist Missions in Burmah, under the care of our American 
brethren, and besides the printing-office there are five houses for Missionaries, 
an English chapel, a large zayat, (a native chapel,) built of teak wood, and 


smaller zayats in different parts of the town. 


‘* The printing-office,” says Mr. Malcom, “ is 
of brick, two stories high, 136 feet long by 56 
wide. Itisin the form of an angle, so that the 
picture, which was taken from Mr. Judson’s 
verandah, shows only a part. It contains four 
hand presses, and a power press, equal to two 
more ; twelve small founts of English type, one 
of Burman, one of Karen, and one of Taling. 
For these last there are punches and matrices 


complete, so that they may be cast anew at any | 


time. The expense has, of course, been enor- 
mous, there being about one thousand matrices 
for the Burman fount alone. A new set of 
punches and matrices has just been ordered for 
the Burman character, on a size reduced one- 
third. The upper rooms of the office are devoted 
to a bindery, storage, &c. ‘The capabilities of the 
bindery are fully equal to the work of the 
printing-office. Every part of the labour, in 
printing and binding, is performed by natives, 
of whom, on an average, t\enty-five are con- 
stantly employed.” 

Tt was here that, nearly seven years ago, Mr. 
Judson was favoured to complete his translation 
of the whole Scriptures into the Burman lan- 
guage, which have since been extensively dis- 


tributed. ‘“ Thanks be to God,” wrote the de- 
voted Missionary on that memorable era in his 
life, Jan. 31, 1834, “ thanks be to God, I can 
now say, I have attained. I have knelt down 
before him, with the last leaf in my hand, and, 
imploring his forgiveness for all the sins which 
have polluted my labours in this department, 


‘and his aid in future efforts to remove the errors 


and imperfections which necessarily cleave to 
the work, I have commended it to his mercy 
and grace; I have dedicated it to his glory. 
May he make his own inspired word—now 
complete in the Burman tongue—the grand in- 
strument of filling all Burmah with songs of 
praises to our great God, and Saviour Jesus 
Christ! Amen,” 

The building on the left, is Mr. Judson’s 
residence. It contains three large rooms, and 
two smaller ones. It is built precisely like the 
natives’ houses, only larger and better, and cost 
about 300 dollars (60/.) The centre room is 
the dining-hall, and the farthest one Mr. Jud- 
son’s chamber. His study is a large apartment 
partitioned off from one end of the chapel. 
The kitchen, or “ cook-house,” is always a small 
separate building. 


FOR JANUARY, 1841. 
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CONTINENT OF INDIA. 


CALCUTTA. 


DEATH OF MRS. THOMAS. 


Se * Calcutta Missionary Herald,” which reached us on the 14th inst. 
o ec.) contains the mournful intelligence of the decease of Mrs. Thomas, wife 
of the esteemed brother who, in addition to other labours, is, for the present, 


engaged in superintending the Mission 
in the following terms :— 


We are again called upon to record the de- 
parture from this life of a member of the Mis- 
sionary circle. On the 14th of September Mrs. 
Thomas was delivered of a daughter, and for 
Some days seemed to be going on remarkably 
well ; but on Lord’s-day, the 20th, she was 
seized with fever, which during the night as- 
sumed an alarming aspect. A slight improve- 
ment took place on Monday and Tuesday, suf- 
ficient to encourage the hope that she might 
yet be spared to her husband and numerous 
‘family. She herself, however, anticipated her 
approaching dissolution, and rejoiced in the 


press. This afflictive event is noticed 


prospect of entering into the presence of her 
Saviour. It was a source of peculiar satisfac- 
tion to her in her last hours, that the great 
question concerning her interest in Christ had 
been settled before she was laid on her dying 
bed. She expired early on Wednesday, the 
23rd, soon after six. In the evening of the 
same day her mortal remains were committed 
to the tomb in the presencé of a considerable 
number of her missionary and other friends. 
The Rey. J. D. Ellis conducted the devotional 
exercises at the grave, 


We are grieved to add, that the health of Mr. Tucker has so completely 


given Way, as to render it necessary, in the unanimous opinion of the medical 
gentlemen who were consulted on his case, that he should immediately return 
to Europe. A passage was therefore engaged for Mr. and Mrs. Tucker, and 
their infant child, by the Owen Glendower, Captain Toller, expected to sail 


about the middle of December. 


Dea CA: 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. W. ROBINSON, 
Dated March 4, 1840, 


_ I must now make you acquainted with the 
occurrences of last month, and I hope they will 
not appear wholly uninteresting. 
ever, generalize on some points, that I may find 
room to enter into detail on others. 

- Our English congregation has much dimi- 

‘nished, owing to removals and other causes, over 
which we have nocontrol. The attendance on 
public worship in the native language was, with 
one exception, much the same last month as for- 
merly: that exception occurred on the first Sab- 
path of the month, when not fewer than thirty- 
five heathen were present at the afternoon ser- 
vice, in the house of our native brethren. 


Missionary Excursions. 


On Saturday, the 8th, brother Leonard and [ | 


Went to Rahmat-ganj, the west part of Dacca, 
where we distributed a number of books; but 
the people were noisy and disputatious, “ You 


1 must, how- | 


| say,” said one, “that Jesus Christ was incar- 
| nate: so were some of our debtas.” “ True, 
according to your shasters, they were ; but your 
debtas, by their incarnations, did nothing for the 
good of sinners. What, if you were in gaol for 
a debt of 1000 rupees, and one of your debtas, 
in the form of a fish, were to come and sport in 
the gaol-tank, and another were to range the 
woods in the form of a wild hog, what would 
| that benefit you? But if one were to come 
land pay your debt, that would be doing you a 
| great service, for you would then be set at li- 
berty. Now Jesus Christ became incarnate that 
he might pay the debt of our sins, and thus deli- 
ver us from punishment.” The by-standers 
smiled, and the poor man was silent. 

On Tuesday, the 11th, we got a boat, and 
went to Massuri Kola, a village inhabited by 
Gatholics, perhaps about sixteen miles from 
Dacca, This, I think, will prove our last visit, 
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for the people will not hear us. Though the 
priests never visit these poor people, it is evi- 
dent that they have directed them not to listen 
to us. Their ignorance is most distressing : they 
are (and we told them so) more uninformed about 


Christianity than some of the Hindoo youths of 


Dacca, 

On Saturday, the 15th, we went to the pot- 
ters’ village; but we could get scarcely any one 
to hear us: two or three villagers, and a few 
travellers, were all that we could collect. We 
tried to converse with an old man, but we could 
make no impression upon him. A Hindoo, who 
has lived to old age without mental cultivation, 
seems but one remove from the bullock which 
he drives. He eats, drinks, works, and sleeps, 
and so does his bullock; but where is the mind 
by which he ought to evince his superiority to 
the brute creation? He seems never to stretch 
a thought beyond the objects of sense around 
him. He has neither hopes nor fears; he ex- 
pects no good in this world, he fears no evil in 
another. Try to awaken his fears; tell him that 
he is a sinner, that God will punish sinners 
after death, and ask him what his state will be 
in another world, he calmly replies, “ It will be 
as God pleases :” it is no concern of his; it is 
God’s business, and a matter with which he has 
nothing to do, Tell him of Jesus Christ, that 
he came into the world to save sinners ; “ Yes,” 
he says, “ I know that Krishna is the deliverer.” 
From a poor old man, of this description, I 
turned to several young men belonging to the 
government school, who had taken a friendly 
walk of a mile with Ganganarayan. They felt 
what I said; they confessed that their con- 
sciences remonstrated when they did wrong; 
that they had sometimes made resolutions against 
sin, bat had not always kept them. They were 
told that Divine aid isnecessary ; that they must 
trust in the Saviour, and pray to him, and that 
then they would be able to overcome sin. 

Who would not wish the rising generation to 
be educated? Were education universal, mis- 
sionaries would feel that they were addressing 
rational creatures, the subjects of hopes and 
fears, and mental operations, 

On Monday, the 17th, after spending about 
two hours in hunting for a boat, till I was too 
much fatigued to attempt any thing, we all went 
to a bathing-place, a few miles up the river, 
Here we found a considerable number of people, 
but nothing compared to the crowds which I 
saw at Agradwip and Kobuleshar, when I visited 
those places in my youthful days, with my old 
friend Chamberlain. We dispersed ourselves 
among the people, and found many that heard 
attentively, and desired books. We gave away 
many tracts and a few Gospels, drawn from bro- 
ther Leonard’s store, which was not, like mine, 
quite exhausted. 

While I was talking to a few people under a 
shade, a poor man came and asked for a book : 
IT gave him a Gospel and two tracts. “I have 
a book here,” said he, and began to unfold his 
cloth, in which it was,’ Lexpected to see apiece 


by the river side, and he baptized. 
finished the service by another short address. 


packages of books and tracts arrived. 
loss of time, I placed the well-bound books on 
shelves, which had been prepared for them. So 
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of one of the shasters, but he put into my hand 
one of our own poetical tracts. Every page had 
been so much soiled by the hands of the readers 
that it was scarcely legible. When I returned it 
to him, he read some parts of it, with a strong 
expression of approbation in his countenance, 
then carefully placed it in his cloth again, and 
walked off. He was from Kirani-ganj, a village 
opposite Dacca, where we have several times 
preached and distributed tracts. 

On our way home we engaged the boat for 
the next day, intending to visit Narayan-ganj; 
but the boatmen gave us the slip, and we were 
left without the means of performing our pur- 
pose. I rose early the next morning, and hap- 
pily, after a little search, found a very small 
boat, in which we determined to go. The people 
were more anxious for books than when we last 
visited them, and they heard us with great at- 
tention. A few people from Ramu were there, 
some of whom begged for tracts; and one said 
that he knew brother Fink. 

Narayan-ganj is a very interesting place: I 
wish we could visit it often; but it is seldom 
that we can procure even a small boat ; and itis 
only in fine weather that we can venture in a 
small boat. 


A Woman baptized. 


On Sabbath-day, the 23rd, we had the plea- 
sure of baptizing a poor woman, a native of As- 
sam. She is the wife of our native brother Ram- 
chandra, who, though born in this zillah, resided 
some time in that country, and was baptized 
there by Mr. Rae. We had the baptismal ser- 
vice in the afternoon. I first delivered a short 
discourse in Bengalee, to about fifty people, at 
brother Leonard’s house ; then addressed a crowd 
Chand 


Distribution of the Scriptures. 
On Monday, the 24th, the long-expected 
Without 


neat was their appearance, when thus arranged, 
that I thought my book-shelves almost rivalled 
those of a Calcutta bookseller, We went in 
the evening to the suspension bridge to preach, 
taking a few of the new books and tracts with 
us. As soon as we appeared, a poor man cried 
out, “Sir, have you got the holy shaster?” 
“Yes,” said I, “ here is a part of it.’ I gave 
him the Gospel of John, which he received 
with great pleasure. We had much disputing, 
but I must omit that to tell you another story. 
On the following morning, 7. ¢., Tuesday the 
25th, I sent a number of the books—perhaps a 
quarter of them—to brother Leonard’s, and the 
house of our native brethren. About twelve 
o'clock a scene commenced to which I had never 
witnessed a parallel. Respectable people began 
to come for books, and I determined to keep an 
account of the number of applicants. I put 
down 2, 1,4, 2, 18,19; but here my arithmetic 


FOR JANUARY, 1841. 


failed; a large crowd had collected, all anxious 
for books. I was obliged to stand in the door- 
way, to keep them in the verandah ; for had they 
come into the house, and got a sight of the books, 
no order could have been preserved. My chil- 
dren brought the books and tracts to me, and I 
distributed them till I felt quite exhausted. I 
then begged the people to depart, that I might 
take some refreshment. Many went, but some 
remained, As soon as I rose from table, which I 
did in about half an hour, my verandah was filled 
again, and, in a few minutes, every copy of the 
Gospels and the Acts, every copy of the Psalms, 
and every copy of the New Testament, was gone. 
Thad then nothing to offer but the single Gospels 
and tracts. About a hundred of the former were 
taken, and of the latter more than I could num- 
ber, I again begged the people to retire, for I 
was not only weary, but very uneasy in mind. 
I shut myself up in my room, and began to re- 
flect: “I have,” thought I, “in three hours 
given away, the single Gospels excepted, every 
copy of the Scriptures which I haye just re- 
ceived. In the morning I had one book-case 
and half another filled with very handsome 
books, in the preparation of which a large sum 
of money had been expended, and now every 

shelf is empty: have I done right? Will not 
our good friends in England and America cen- 
sure me for imprudence? They may, but I will 
tell them,‘ The kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force.’ These 
books,” I thought again, “have been given to 
respectable people, to Brahmins, to circars, to 
persons of the writer caste, to officers of the civil 
courts, to persons living in distant parts of the 
zillah, and some to persons from other zillahs. 
All of them, as far as I can judge, have been 
given to persons who can read well,” Thus Iwas 
a little cheered; but I felt that so much seed 
haying been sown in one day, it ought to be wa- 
tered with very much prayer. At the prayer- 
meeting in the evening Ramchandra said, “ I was 
in the court part of the day, and I saw many 
people come in with books which they had re- 
ceived from you. They all took great care of 
the large books; but I saw a man burn two of 
the tracts.” 

On Wednesday, the 26th, though I had only 
single Gospels to dispose of, the crowd was greater 
at my house than the day before. People began 
to come early in the morning, and, by eleven 
‘o'clock, two or three came every few minutes. 
Chand, who was with me that day, proposed put- 
ting a table in the verandah, with books on it for 
distribution. We did so, and he sat by it to 
serve our customers; but the sight of so many 
books occasioned a tumult, each man insisting 
upon having one of every sort; and my poor 
table having got a fracture in its leg, we were | 
obliged to dispense with its services. 


I now sent for Ganganarayan, and we were all 
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three engaged in distributing for about two 
hours, when we were quite exhausted. The 
crowd had become very great, perhaps 150 people, 
the noise and confusion very unpleasant; I 
therefore told them that I would give away no 
more books that day. We, however, continued 
to talk with the people, discussing the merits of 
Hindooism and Christianity, and now and then 
giving a tract, for it was imposible to refuse every 
application. By three o’clock full half the single 
Gospels and tracts were gone : then, in good ear- 
nest, I determined to stop for the day. Iam 
afraid this extravagance will produce a famine, 
but what can we do? The books and tracts were 
sent to be given to those who can read, and to 
such they have been given. 

OnThursday, the 27th, great numbers came 
again for books. By two o’clock all the single 
Gospels in Bengalee were gone; those in San- 
serit and a few in Hindoostanee only remained. 
Of tracts only a few hundreds remained, chiefly 
in Hindoostanee. 

You will now perceive that I used no hyper- 
bole when I said, in a former letter, “ We can 
dispose of all the books you print, and exhaust 
the depot of the Tract Society.” I have not 
begged the people to accept these books; they 
have come to my house and solicited them, and 
that, in many cases, with surprising importu- 
nity: nor have they been given to a bazaar 
rabble, but to respectable people, who are likely 
to read them. 

On Friday, the 28th, many persons came for 
books; but finding that I had only tracts to 
give, the concourse was less than on the preced- 
ing days. I commenced by giving about twenty 
tracts to a man from the zillah of Backer-ganj. 
He begged that I would give him a number to 
take home with him, “ because,” said he, “ there 
are none procurable where I live, and I want to 
show them to my neighbours, as well as read 
them myself.” I told him he might get more 
by applying to Mr, Bareiro, at the zillah town. 
I had to refuse many to-day, who came to beg 
parts of the Scriptures. Sorrow and disappoint- 
ment were depicted on their countenances. 

The books which were sent to brother Leo- 
nard’s, and to the houses of our native brethren, 
are also gone; and brother Leonard has even 
been obliged to encroach on his old stock. 

Thus, about 1100 copies of different parts of 
the Scriptures, and an innumerable number of 
tracts, have been given away, at the carnest s0- 
licitation of the natives, in four days. 

The Mussulmans have now become eager for 
books; every Hindoostanee Gospel is gone, and 
many of the Hindoostanee tracts. 

Can you send us another stock immediately ? 
Let us have a good number of Gospels and Tes- 
taments in Hindoostanee. The books already 
distributed have only whetted the public appe- 
tite. 


——————— 
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DIGAH. 


F} OM THE REV. JOHN LAWRENCE. 
Dated July 4, 1840. 


My Dear Sir,—Your very kind and wel- 
come letter, dated May 27, 1839, I duly received 
in January last. We were then at Gazipore ; 
we went there on two accounts :—First, in the 
hope that a trip on the river would be benefi- 
cial to my dear wife, whose health has been 
much impaired for the last three years; and, 
secondly, with a view to visit the pious soldiers 
of the 3lst Reg., who, since Mr. Thompson’s 
removal, had had no one to preach to them. 
The trip on the river, I am thankful to say, was 
beneficial to Mrs. Lawrence, though it was far 
from effecting a cure. My visit to the soldiers 
was pleasing and satisfactory. I was delighted 
to find amongst them so much unity, brotherly 
love, and consistency of conduct; all of which 
have continued down to the latest accounts 
which I have received from them. I also en- 
joyed many opportunities of speaking in the 
villages on the banks of the river, as well as at 
Gazipore; and, further, I had an opportunity 
of attending a mél4, where there was no other 
missionary, and of preaching the Gospel to 
many who had never before heard it. We re- 
turned to Digah on the Gth of February, where 
we have continued until now. 

Since our return, J have met with less en- 
couragement in English work than at any for- 
mer period. But, considering all circumstances, 
we have, perhaps, as good a congregation as can 
be expected, TI have felt it to be my duty to 
persevere in having two services in the weck, 
hoping that, through the blessing of God, some 
good may bedone, We ave cheered by the con- 
stant attendance of Captain Bamfield and his 
lady, who are truly excellent people. But there 
are no pious men in the 16th Reg. with whom 
T am acquainted. My efforts among the na- 
tives are continued much the same as formerly, 
excepting that I have now no native assistant. 
Hindustani worship is conducted in a small 
chapel by tho road-side, and invariably a few— 


sometimes a good number—will come and listen 
to the services. My out-door preaching is not 
altogether without encouragement. Frequently 
a large and attentive congregation is collected ; 
and, on some occasions, 1 have witnessed a de- 
gree of seriousness and concern which have led 
me to hope, that one day it will appear my 
hearers have not all heard in vain. ‘There are 
two natives who much wish to be baptized; one 
of them has been with me a long time, the 
other I have known since our return. Both 
afford me some hopes that they are sincere; 
but I shall be afraid to comply with their 
wishes until they have been tried a longer time. 
The native Christian whom I baptized two 
years ago, has recently been remiss, and I have 
been necessitated to exercise a little painful 
discipline, by suspending him for a time; but I 
am happy to say, he seems to be sensible of his 
error, and to be sorry for it. 

Accept my best thanks for the kind sym- 
pathy and advice which your letter contains. I 
must confess that, at times, I have not been free 
from discouragement. J do not think, however, 
that I have at any time given you a darker view 
of things than has really existed in this land of 
gross darkness. Still I have the fullest con- 
fidence that the natives of this country will be- 
come converts to Christ; and that He will “see 
of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied” in 
this as well as in every other dark and polluted 
land. And I hope always to feel it my duty, 
and to esteem it my privilege, to preach the | 
Gospel, though I should not be permitted to see 
a single convert whom I could regard as the 
fruit of my labours. I know that I have no 
reason to be discouraged by the past—only to 
be humbled more and more—and that there is 
no ground to be discouraged for the future; 
but there is a loud call for more faith, prayer, 
and perseverance, 


CoE XU SOSN. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dawson, whose embarkation for Ceylon was mentioned in our 
number for September, reached Madeira in safety in the early part of October. 
On the 16th of that month he thus addressed the Secretary :— 


Ir gives me great pleasure to inform you of | 
our safe arrival at Madeira. We have had 
rather a rough passage, having been detained in 
the Downs and the Bay of Biscay for nearly a 
week each place, during which time the vessel 
was tossed about most violently. Being quite 
unused to the sea, we both suffered much from 
sea-sickness, but, through great mercy, have 
happily recovered, aud are enabled to rejoice 


afresh in the glorious prospect of labouring to 
instruct the poor perisbing heathen in the way 
to everlasting life; a prospect which we could 
not help fearing might not be fully realized, as 
Mrs. D, has been exceedingly reduced by the 
illness occasioned by the voyage. However, we 
have both been mercifully restored, and feel 
more desirous than ever that our life should be 
devoted entirely to the service of our blessed 
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viour. We cannot speak too highly of Cap- 
tain Linton, who has manifested the greatest 
coacern for our comfort, and by whose kind 
permission we have family prayer daily, and 
service on the Sabbath. The Rey. A. Kisson, 
a Wesleyan missionary, and I, take turns in the 
services ; and I sincerely hope that these feeble 
efforts will not be in vain. I cannot, my dear 
Sir, express half the gratitude which I feel both 
to you and the Committee for placing me ina 
situation of all others the most congenial to my 
most ardent desires. It is only equalled by my 
astonishment that one so feeble and unworthy 
should be called to go forth on such a mighty 
enterprise. However, it is consolatory to know 
that the cause of Christ depends not upon hu- 
man strength for its extension and its final 
trinmph ; for “ God himself hath chosen the 
weak things of this world to confound those 
which are mighty.” We are happy in the 
thought that we are followed by the prayers of 


4 


many hundreds; and “ prayer has power with 
God, and must prevail.” Let the church con- 
tinue to pray for the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon heathen lands, then shall we witness 
a revival of Pentecostal times; ‘ the wilderness 
and the solitary place be made glad, and the 
desert rejoice and blossom as the rose.” But 
this will not be the result of prayer alone. 
While we pray we must labour, and expect the 
blessing. May the great Lord of the harvest 
strengthen us, that we may faithfully discharge 
the duties which devolve upon us; and may 
seven-fold blessings rest upon those by whose 
generous Christian aid we are sent to a heathen 
land. 

My dear wife joins in Christian love, whilst 
I respectfully subscribe myself 

Your unworthy servant 


in the Gospel of Christ, 
Cc. C. DAWSON. 
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‘Kineston.—Our number for October contained a reference to the alarming 


ilIness of our dear brother Tinson. 


a visit home early in the spring :— 


In reference to your letter of the Ist of J uly, 
Lhave to inform you that the state of my health 
entirely prevents, for the present, if not for 
along period, my engaging in the work. of 
tuition. This is a sore trial, my heart was sct 
upon it; but it is the will of God, and let his 
will be done. We have been heavily afflicted, 
both myself and wife; but we have to sing of 
mercy as well as judgment—the Lord hath 
been very, very kind. How astonishing, that 
beings worthy of eternal death, should be so 
indulged ! 

We are still invalids, but slowly recovering 
strength. Itis about three months since I have 
been able to labour, and it is likely to be 
several weeks more before I resume, even par- 
tially, my accustomed duties. Respecting the 
instruction of our young friends, as candidates 
for the ministry, you will hear from brother 
Abbott or brother Knibb, to whom he will 
write. Brother Knibb was in error when he 
stated that six young men were under my care ; 
but not the slightest blame can be attached to 
him, for he had a right to think it was so, A 
sub-committee had been appointed at our last 
Association, to hire a house, and prepare accom- 
modations for six students. This was nearly 
done when Mr. Knibb left us. Unlooked-for 
hindrances delayed its accomplishment for 
several weeks, and then came my illness. I 
was not able to attend the meeting at St. Ann’s 
Bay on the 2nd, and, consequently, thought it 
my duty to write to the brethren, mentioning 


The following extract of a letter, dated 
September 12, will show that he was then so 


far recovered as to contemplate 


the state of my health, and the opinion of my 
medical friends concerning it. On my letter 
peing read, the brethren resolved to give up the 
house until a person could be obtained from 
England, and that any brother who had a can- 
didate should instruct him himself till a tutor 
could be obtained. 

T have referred above to the opinion of the 
doctors, and now I want the opinion of the 
Committee. From previous letters you have 
learned the nature of my illness—not only fever, 
but fever acting on a frame greatly debilitated, 
affecting the brain, and producing paralysis of 
the tongue and left arm. The paralysis was 
removed by prompt and proper treatment, but 
Dr. Ferguson—known to you by report—as- 
sured me that nothing but a residence for a con- 
siderable time ina colder climate could ever 
establish my health. He said, it might be 
patched up, and I might seem apparently well, 
but the disease would return, and, in all pro- 
bability, with fatal violence. When at Port 
Royal, Dr. Thompson, of the Navy, unasked, 
gave the same opinion, only urging immediate 
departure, which Dr. Ferguson thinks would 
not do, on account of the winter. Dr. Ts 
without our knowledge, submitted the case to 
a board of medical men in the Naval Hospital, 
and they all gave precisely the same opinion. 
I mention these things merely to show you, 
that if I leave Jamaica, it will not be without 
occasion. I do not want to leave ; I was never 
so happy in my work, and in my home, but it 
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seems pleasing to my kind heavenly Father to 
stir up my nest; and let him do what seemeth 
him good, By his permission I shall continue 
here till spring, and do what I can; then, if my 
health is not much better, I must go from this 
hot clime for a season, Will the Committee 
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consent to my returning home for a year or! 
two, if the stations here support a minister? ’ 
I may do a little to help the mission at home, , 
and be recruiting my strength at the same 
time. 


Ezony Grove.—Our last number contained an acknowledgment of a con- 
tribution of 14/. 10s. for Africa, sent by the congregations at Hayes, Savannah, 


and Ebenezer, Clarendon, under the pastoral care of Mr. Reid. 


We add the 


account which accompanied the remittance from Mr. Reid. 


Ebony Grove, August 31, 1840. 

THE condition of the continent of Africa, 
has for years occupied my thoughts. Since 
emancipation in this land, I have endeavoured 
to impress deeply on the minds of the people 
under my care their duty to support the Gos- 
pel institutions among themselves, in order that 
they might be able to aid in sending the Gospel 
to their father-land. With gratitude I record 
that my efforts have not been in vain, During 
the eighteen months which are passed, we have 
devoted a portion of the morning of the fourth 
Sabbath to prayer in behalf of this destitute 
country. 

Within the same space of time, there has 
been a prayer-meeting held on the first Monday 
of every month, between the Baptist and Inde- 
pendent churches here, on which occasions it 
was agreed that a collection should be made in 
aid of Africa, leaving the future to determine 
in what particular way it should be applied. 
On the arrival of Mr. Freeman’s journal, re 
lating his visit to the Ashantee country, it pro- 
videntially came into my hands on the morning 
of our united monthly meeting. I read this 
interesting communication in the evening; the 
persons present were delighted and surprised to 
hear such things of their own country. One of 
the individuals present, a deacon of Ebenezer 
church, was present at the fight which caused 
the two chiefs to flee to Fantee. At the con- 
clusion of the meeting both congregations re- 
solved to give what they had collected to the 
mission for which Mr. Freeman pleaded. One 
observing, that he was only sorry that the 
money was not in Africa to-night, to give them 
the Gospel. The collection amounted to 127. 
currency. I may mention that it was read at 
my monthly prayer-meeting in Vere, with as 
pleasing a reception, 

Being invited to attend a missionary meeting 
afew months after, in the Wesleyan chapel in 
this neighbourhood, a resolution was put into 
my hands respecting the Ashantee mission, In 


urging its claims, I suggested the duty of the 
Wesleyans to devote a week’s wages at once to 
this object, and set the Baptists an example; 
for I felt persuaded that the Baptist Missionary 
Society would soon establish a mission to 
Africa. This proposition was immediately 
adopted, and it was agreed the last week that it 
should be presented to this only object. Iam ° 
happy to state, that on the morning of the Ist 
of August the people who agreed to the pro- 
position brought 76Z. as the result, 

The young man teacher at Hayes, Savannah, 
read part of Mr. Freeman’s Journal to the 
children, who said they would like to do some- 
thing that the little children in Africa might 
get the Gospel, but they had no money. The 
teacher said, “I will tell you how to get money; 
instead of wasting your evenings, let those who 
can write do some writing for any one who may 
wish them to do so, some carry water, others 
cut grass,” &c. In about a week they brought 
five dollars. During two days’ vacation one of 
the little girls became a keeper of sheep, and 
brought 1s. 8d. as her wages. On the forma- 
tion of an auxiliary at this station, on the 31st 
of July, to the Parent Society, to aid your Af- 
rican mission, the teacher made a neat speech, 
and presented the children’s offering. I pro- 
posed that we should adopt good Dr. Cox’s 
plan, and give 1s. 8d. per year to this one 
object. The persons present said, “ We are quite 
glad to hear the poor things get the Gospel ; 
we will give what we can.” The subscription 
amounted to 51. 7s. 6d. 

Next evening, (Aug. 1,) the same was formed 
at Ebenezer station, Clarendon. In half an 
hour the subscription amounted to 17/, ls. 8d., 
beside one hundred rose up, and said, “ We will 
give the hire of one week to the same object.” 
I now forward these different sums to you, to 
be devoted to the good work. I am happy to 
find, by the “Patriot” newspaper, the Com- 
mittee have pledged themselves, and hope soon 
to forward the results of the pledge, 


ee 
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Iam happy to learn, by letters from Eng- 
land, that several devoted young men have 
offered themselves to labour in this interesting 
field, and that our excellent Committee have 
nobly offered to send them out on terms so 
liberal—that is, if I understand rightly, to any 
missionary who has withdrawn from the funds of 
the Society, excepting brethren Hutchins, Fran- 
cies, and myself, who are building chapels, they 
will send a fellow-labourer free of expense, and 
supply him with half his salary for the first 
two years; after which, I suppose, both himself 
and the former missionary will be expected to 
withdraw from the funds of the Society alto- 
gether. This I believe I shall be able to do; 
and therefore beg that I may have a brother- 
missionary sent to help me in this parish. 
This will appear necessary when I inform you 
that my three congregations—viz., Port Maria, 
Oracabessa, and Bagnal’s Vale—contain no less 
than three thousand persons. Of these, Port 
Maria is the principal, and ought to have service 
every Lord’s-day. At Oracabessa we could get 
a congregation of 800 or 1000 persons every 
-Lord’s-day if there were any minister to preach 
to them. At Bagnal’s Vale there would be as 
many, or more. As it is, I can never give the 
people at the latter place a Sabbath, without 
shutting up the chapel—or at least leaving the 
people in one or the other place—for that day ; 
thus making an interval of four Lord’s-days 
without any service to that church. I some- 
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Port Mar1a.—Extract of a letter from the Rev. D. Day, Sept. 7, 1840. 


times give an evening service at Bagnal’s Vale, 
but can do this very seldom, and at such a risk 
of health as scarcely to justify it, there being 
two week evening preaching services besides. 
In connexion with my appeal for help, I beg to 
state, that the stations in this parish are in 
their infancy, compared with some others,—not 
so much as regards their age, as their progress, 
At Port Maria we are building a chapel, which 
will cost nearly or quite 40007. currency, be- 
sides the purchase of the premises; and this 
sum must, I suppose, be raised by the people 
themselves. They can, and I believe will, do 
it, but so great an effort will require consider- 
able time. On the chapel ground at Oracabessa 
I wish to build a house for the resident mission- 
ary, and thus relieve the Society from the ex- 
pense incurred by renting my present habitation. 
At Bagnal’s Vale we have neither a chapel, 
house, nor a foot of land; but my encourage- 
ment arises from the willingness the people 
ever manifest to help forward the cause of 
truth. For the next two years we shall have 
to struggle with difficulties, but I believe by 
that time, we shall be able to support two 
ministers independent of the Society’s aid. Tf, 
however, any unforeseen difficulty should arise, 
so as to prevent the fulfilment of what I now 
expect will be accomplished, I trust we should 
still have the sympathy of our kind and indul- 
gent friends, and that they would impart such 
aid as might be in their power. 


Savannau-LA-Mar.—From the Rev. John Hutchins, August 24, 1840. 


Tux interesting series of services for the 
early part of August being now over, I hasten to 
send you an account of the same, which will 
furnish at the same time correct information as 
to the state and prospects of our churches and 
schools. 

On the evening of Friday, the 31st of July, 
we held a special prayer-meeting to implore the 
Divine blessing on all our services then before 

us. Before the dawn of the ever-to-be-remem- 
‘bered day appeared, we were at the sea-side, 
where crowds were awaiting our arrival. We 
sang a hymn; I repeated a portion of Scripture, 
for we could not see, gave a short address, then 
walked into the sea, as the day was peeping, 
followed by seventy-two persons, who had again 
and again been examined as to their repentance 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and who were then baptized in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. It 
was an extraordinarily interesting time. We 
had the aged and the young, maimed, lame, and 
blind: two poor fellows with wooden legs, who 
had found that it would be better to enter into 


the kingdom of heaven with one leg, rather 
than the whole body should be cast into hell. 
Another circumstance which rendered it pe- 
culiarly interesting, was that of a young person 
who, to my knowledge, has been the child of 
very many prayers, who was thoughtless, giddy, 
wild, and had a spirit too high to be controlled 
by her mother, who was long a humble, de- 
voted follower of the Lamb, but died three 
years ago, without seeing any material change 
in her only child. Her name you will pro- 
bably remember, it was Mrs. Robe ; she was 
fined 107. for allowing brother Kingdon to hold 
a prayer-meeting in her house in 1832. Oh, 
what a change in Savannah-la-Mar in eight 
years! These things rushing into our minds, 
gave, as it were, an extra solemn, holy, 
chastened feeling to many then present. It 
was lovely to see among the spectators, Jew 
and gentile, churchman and dissenter, and the 
attention of the greater portion appeared to be 
really engaged in the service. The Doxology 
was sung, benediction pronounced, and we 
hastened within the walls of our new chapel. 
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Our feelings, my dear Sir, you may more easily 
imagine than I can describe. It was but that 
day seven months the corner-stone was laid by 
Aaron and John Delean, Esqrs.; the former 
gave me the handsome sum of 100/., and the 
latter 507. : 

The chapel is as it was, a neat solid brick 
building: one foot is added to its height, 
twenty to its length. It now measures 89 feet 
6 inches by 49 feet 6 inches. We have one 
bold clear area of 84 feet in length by 45 in 
breadth, and 27 feet in height from floor to 
ceiling, besides the vestry, 22 feet by 12 feet; 
which can be thrown into use if we require it. 
Here, I say, we met, with feelings more easily 
imagined than described. It is true, we had no 
window, no door, no floor, but we cared not 
for that, We were sheltered from a burning 
sun; and that which we have commenced— 
supported by so many Christian friends, both 
here and at home—we will complete, under 
God, as fast as it lies in our power, A prayer 
was offered by myself, and that appropriate 
hymn of Cowper’s— 


“God moves in a mysterious way,” &c. 


sang, evidently with the spirit and the under- 
standing also; portions of Scripture were read, 
renewed thanksgiving presented, and this ser- 
vice closed. “ F'ree-will offerings”? were brought 
in between the services, and the next com- 
menced at eleven o’clock; long before which, 
crowds had assembled. After prayer, singing, 
and reading a portion of the word of God, a 
special prayer was offered on behalf of five of 
our brethren (lately slaves) who had been 
chosen by the church to fill the office of dea- 
cons. Another hymn was sung, and prayer 
offered, when an address was delivered from 
these words: ‘He strengthened himself, and 
built up all the wall that was broken.” The 
address simply went to show the faithfulness of 
an unchanging God, and the extraordinary way 
in which God had disposed the minds of Chris- 
tians of different denominations, so that the 
hands and hearts of minister and people had 
been strengthened under a series of extra- 
ordinary affliction and distress, Every eye 
beamed with gladness, and every heart seemed 
filled with joy, Another prayer was offered, 
a hymn sung, and, according to notice, an ad- 
dress given on the nature and tendency of the 
ordinance of baptism, simply illustrated from 
scripture testimony. The children then arose, 
sang one of their little hymns, and the con- 
gregation was dismissed. A bun was then pre- 
sented to each child; the deacons and their 
wives, with the schoolmaster from Fuller’s-field 
and Savannah-la-Mar, repaired to my dwelling, 
where they dined with myself and family, and 
thus happily closed the Ist of August, 1840, 
On Sabbath morning our prayer-meeting was 
held at the usual hour; second service at eleven 
o’clock, when a mass of people were present, 
Chairs, stools, boards, scantling, boxes, every 
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thing was in requisition for seats; and I 
preached with much pleasure from—‘* Who are 
these that fly as a cloud, and as doves to their ° 
windows?” At two o’clock the five newly » 
chosen deacons were installed into their solemn 
office; the seventy-two baptized received the 
right hand of fellowship, and were thus added 
to our number. ‘ Oh, that their names may 
prove to be recorded in the Lamb’s book of 
life!’ The Lord’s-supper was then administered, 
which brought the services of the 2nd of August 
to a close. 

On Monday, the 3rd, we travelled to Fuller’s- 
field. 4th, Had four bowers erected, and every 
preparation made for the ordinance of baptism, 
and in the evening a special prayer-meeting, as 
at the Bay, to implore the blessing of Heaven 
on our endeavours to promote the glory of God. 

5th, At six o’clock seventy-five were baptized, 
the first of whom was my own sister, who for 
years was a member of the Rey. Thomas Bin- 
ney’s church, London; but being convinced of 
the propriety of this ordinance, simply from 
searching the Scriptures for herself, requested 
to form one among those about to be baptized. 
We then separated to our little sanctuary, and, 
with about 800 souls, I held a prayer-meeting,~ ” 
when Christian communion appeared to be 
sweet. At eleven o’clock we again assembled, 
and though our accommodations are double 
what they were last August, every seat was oc- 
cupied, and very many unable to gain admit- 
tance. At two o'clock the ordinance of the 
Lord’s-supper was prepared; five newly ap- 
pointed deacons were here also installed into 
office, seventy-four received into the church, 
and the sacrament administered. The deacons, 
their wives, schoolmaster, and friends, with my- 
self and family, took a collation together, and 
this day had nearly passed. 

6th, We had an examination of the school— 
and when I remind you that two years ago on 
the 14th of February last, with only four child- 
ren it was commenced, and that sixty-seven 
were forming one glorious circle, in one class, 
reading from the word of God, I felt amply re- 
paid for all my toil and suffering in Jamaica, 
even apart from any thing else. The school 
numbered between 170 and 180, and the beau- 
tiful way in which many write as well as read, 
is astonishing. Mr. Hoskins, Mrs. Hoskins, 
my sister, Mrs. Hutchins, and Miss Isabella 
Stewart, were the examiners, who rewarded 
them with articles kindly sent by many dear, 
though unknown Christian friends at home. 
A bun was then given to each, and we separated, 
with our hearts truly filled with gladness. 

7th, We proceeded to a property purchased 
by my dear friend Hoskins, eighteen miles from 
Fuller’s-field, and on the 9th, proceeded to 
“ Bunyan’s Mount.” This is four miles from 
Mr. Hoskins’s property ; this is all a steep as- 
cent, and takes from one hour and a half to 
two hours to get up. I purchased it some time 
ago, with the hope of benefiting the mountain- 
eers, and being relieved from paying rent for 
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Mountain-side, This we were about doing, but 
our sad calamity has hindered us. 

On the 9th I preached to an interesting con- 
gregation of mountaineers, who gladly came 
listening to the sounds of eternal life. A prayer- 
meeting was also held, and we were truly 
grateful to the Father of all mercies for that 
which we had both testified and seen. 

10th, A school which had been commenced 
by a Mr. M‘Murdoch, in the house of one of 
our black members, Richard Swinney, at Bed- 
ford, a free settlement, was removed to Bun- 
yan’s Mount, taken under my auspices, and 
called “ Elstow school,” the name of the native 
place of Bunyan, and where I was superintend- 
ent of a delightfully flourishing Sabbath-school. 

The children were then examined; ten read 
a portion of Scripture, and were presented with 
a Testament each ; seven read from the Second 
Class Book, and received one each; six from 
the First ditto, and received each one; and 
seven others were presented with one. A 
family Bible was then given to Richard Swin- 
ney, and a small pocket edition to Mr. M‘Mur- 
doch, as a token of our high approbation of their 
conduct in thus commencing a work in so be- 
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nighted a part, which may terminate in some 
noble result. I am perfectly unable to support 
it by giving the master a salary, therefore have 
hitherto simply countenanced it by presenting 
him with a few dollars. He cannot long do as 
he is now doing, and hoping that Christian 
friends at home will assist me, I shall try hard 
to keep it up. Our dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
Candler, were here the week before August, 
and to show you what they thought of it, I 
need only add, that they gave me fifty dollars 
to commence the school with, and fifteen dol- 
lars to be presented to Mr. M‘Murdoch. After 
the examination, little rewards were presented 
to the children, with the hope that they would 
remember the particular occasion, and all mer- 
rily departed. 

Mrs. H. and myself then went into St. Eliza- 
beth’s, having had deputation after deputation 
from the borders of that parish, and the ex- 
treme part of this; where, on the 16th, we 
held two very interesting services ; found a very 
interesting people, twenty-eight of whom at 
once formed themselves into a little band under 
us, and many are longing for our return. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the Month 
of November, 1840. 


Our country friends will observe that we now adopt a different plan of acknowledging the 
Contributions. It is the same, in fact, which is acted on by each of the other Missionary 
Societies. To give the particulars, month by month, involves an expense of time and labour to 
achich the limited Establishment at Fen-court is inadequate; not to advert to the reasonable 
complaint, that space is most inconveniently taken from Missionary intelligence, which 1s inte~ 
resting to all, to insert a mass of names and figures, interesting to a very few. The details 
will be given, as heretofore, in the Annual Report. 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Ir is respectfully requested, that letters and remittances of money, intended for the following ; 
Institutions, connected with the Baptist denomination, may be addressed to their respective offices 3 
and agents, as below :— 

Home Missionary Society, to the Secretaries, Rev. C. H. Roe, Wintown-place, Blackheath- - 

road; or Rev. 8. J. Davis, 23, Eastcheap. 

Trish Society, to the Treasurer, Charles Burls, Esq., Bridge-street, Blackfriars ; or the Secre- - 

tary, Rev. Samuel Green, 61, Queen’s-row, Walworth, F 

Colonial Society, to the Secretary, Rev. Joseph Davis, 22, Princes-street, Stamford-street, , 

Blackfriars-road. 

Fund, to the Secretary, William Paxon, Esq., 9, Gray’s Inn-terrace, Gray’s Inn-lane. 

Building Fund, to the Secretary, Rev. Charles Stovel, Stebon-terrace, Stepney, 

Bible Translation Society, to the Secretary, Rev. Edward Steane, Camberwell. 

Bath Society for Aged Ministers, to the Secretary, Mr. Edward Tucker, Bridge-street, Bath. 


By a regulation at the General Post-office, which came into operation on the 20th inst. (Novem-- 
ber,) sums under two pounds may now be transmitted through any Post-office in the United] 
Kingdom, for the reduced charge of three-pence ; and sums exceeding two pounds, and undert 


five pounds, for sixpence only. The money-orders should be obtained on the General Post-oftice, , 
and made payable to the Rey, John Dyer. 


On several occasions, of late, remittances have been made to Fen-court, of notes and cheques: 
not payable in London. This should be avoided, as it involves the necessity of sending such 
notes, &c., back to the place where they are made payable, to be exchanged for others, 


Subscriptions and Donationsin aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully received: 
by the Treasurer or Secretaries, at the Mission-House, 6, Fen-court, Fenchurch-street, London; ; 
in Edinburgh, by the Rey. Christopher Anderson, or H. D. Dickie, Esq. ; in Glasgow, by Mr. . 
Joseph Swan; in Dublin, by John Parkes, Esq., Camden-street; at the Baptist Mission-Press, 


Calcutta, by the Rev. J. Thomas: at Kingston, Jamaica, by the Rev, Joshua Tingon; and at) 
New York, U.S., by W. Colgate, Ksq. 


W. Tyler, Printer, 5, Bolt-court, London, 
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Liverpool, Aug. 20, 1840. 

My DEAR FRIEND,—I am detained at 
this place a few hours in my way home, 
and devote a part of them to continue the 
narrative which I have already given, per- 
haps at too great length. The remaining 
parts of my tour must be briefly told. My 
letter of yesterday brought me to the eve of 
leaving Ballina. From thence, in company 
with brother Bates, I proceeded as directly 
as possible down to Queen's county, calling 
for a night at Boyle, where our friend Jack- 
man labours with disinterested and persever- 
ing diligence, among a few people whom he 
has been the means of gathering or keeping 
together out of the wilderness. His neat 
little meeting-house, attached to his resi- 
dence, is often well attended, though his 
necessarily frequent absence from home, 
makes greatly against the prosperity of the 
church. Elphin and Roscommon, both 
considerable towns, in our way are but 
poorly supplied with the word of life. At 
Athlone, the border town of Connaught and 
Leinster, the population is large, almost all 
Catholics, and it seems as if by common 
consent the town were nearly abandoned as 
hopeless in respect of evangelical effort. 
Bitter indeed is the feeling you have in 
passing through this part of the country, at 
the hopelessness and feebleness of Christian 
zeal, Aneat Gothic meeting-house in the 
town caught my attention. I went into it 
and found that it was our own. Mr. Wil- 
liam Hamilton, who has since removed to 
the neighbouring town of Moate, built it at 
an expense of £300, furnished chiefly by 
English and Scotch benevolence. He 
preaches here twice a week. His congre- 
gations have been somewhat more encoura- 
ging of late. We had an opportunity of 
~ conversing with a reader whom we employ 
here; and his son, who conducts a school, 
with both of whom, especially the former, 
we had reason to feel satisfied, as a good 
and valuable man. This is the town, not- 
withstanding its almost desertion by Chris- 
tian labour, whose Catholic inhabitants 
crowded to the town hall some time since 
to hear an Irish sermon frem Mr. Gregg, 
then of Dublin. Such was their eagerness 
that though priests at the door were watch. 
ing them as they entered, and taking notes, 
they collected themselves at a short dis. 
tance, and rushed towards the door in a 
mass, carrying the priests in with them. 
The place was so full that the priests could 
find no opportunity of disengaging their 
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arms to write down the names of persons 
present whom they might afterwards de- 
nounce or punish. When the sermon 
commenced they were seen to watch 
every countenance with suspicious in- 
tenseness: their arms after considerable 
efforts were well nigh disengaged. ‘ Can 
you preach without lights, Mr. Gregg,” 
shouted one of his deeply-interested hear- 
ers. ‘I can,” was the reply, and in an 
instant all the lights were extinguished, 
and with them the fear of being marked by 
their suspicious and vindictive pastors. 
Who shall say the Irish Catholics will not 
hear the gospel? Send them Jrish preach. 
ers, my friend, and try them ! 

At Moate, a pretty clean little town, we 
also spent a night. Here Mr. Hamilton 
chiefly preaches. He has a church under 
his care, composed of Baptists and a few 
pious ®resbyterians, which he describes as 
flourishing. His congregation is about 
eighty, or a few more. At his house we 
met with our esteemed brother, John Ha- 
milton, of Youghall, county Cork, who had 
come on a preaching tour in this direction, 
that he might have an opportunity of at- 
tending a sort of annual association, to be 
held in brother Macarthy’s district, in the 
early part of August. With him we pro- 
ceeded early next morning to Killbeggan, 
Mr. Bates and myself intending to make 
the best of our way to Abbeyliex, the in. 
teresting station of our friend Thomas 
Berry. 

This place we reached at night, too late 
for a preaching service; but early next 
morning we had brother Berry’s readers, 
five out of six, assembled from various dis- 
tances. Mr. B., who had not been inform- 
ed of our arrival till the previous afternoon, 
employed a messenger throvgh the greater 
part of the night to assemble them. With 
these men, and with brother Berry, as well 
as other persons in the town, we had con- 
siderable conversation, and were exceeding- 
ly gratified with the evidence of preser* 
and the prospects of future good. This 
neat little town is somewhat more Protes- 
tant than towns of the south generally are. 
Brother Berry’s meeting-house, a clean, 
neat, excellent place, occupies a command 
ing situation on the principal road, and is 
increasingly attended. He is an Trishman, 
apparently of the right kind to be employed 
and encouraged by such a society as ours. 
His readers are those employed at the in- 


stance of our kind female friend,—an Irish 
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lady, who gave us £78 last year for their 
support, and who has kindly promised a 
contribution of £50 annually towards con- 
tinuing them. I wish she could have en- 
joyed the gratification which we had in wit- 
nessing their apparent piety and devoted- 
ness to their work, and receiving the high 
testimonies to their zeal and efficiency 
which were given us. In our way to this 
place we called at Tullamore, the county 
town of King’s county, to inspect the 
M‘Donald school, which, though it occa- 
sionally suffers from priestly opposition, is 
nevertheless in a pretty good condition. In 
this place we had to inquire our way of a 
policeman who courteously undertook to be 
our guide. ‘“ What building is that?” I 
said to him, observing an engine chimney, 
and what appeared to be a-considerable 
manufactory. ‘It is a distillery; sir.” “But 
why is the place in ruins?” ‘In ruins, 
and shure enough,” said Paddy, “itis, and 
not only that but five others in the town.” 
«‘You have had Father Mathew here then 2” 
“« Yes, indeed, plase y’r honner, and a very 
good. gentleman that same Father M. is. 
He has stopped all the distilleries in these 
parts. We have no drinking whiskey now.” 
“ The people are quiet then?” ‘‘ Yes shure, 
and is’nt it quiet they are. We policemen 
have nothing at all to do since the temper- 
ance pledge was taken.” 

Next day, Saturday, we found ourselves 
at the farmhouse of a kind friend, plea- 
santly situated near the village of Rahue. 
Ministering brethren were collecting toge- 
ther at brother Macarthy’s, about four miles 
off. I was not sorry for the day’s rest. 

You shall hear again in a day or two 
(D. v.) from, 

Yours very affectionately, 
SAMUEL GREEN. 


Mr. THomAs, under date Dec. 3, 1840, 
writes to Mr. Green :— 

My prar BRoTHER,-—We have had 
some meetings to seek a revival of religion 
in this city. They were held in Dr. Town- 
ley’s house of worship, in which I had to 
take part, being invited by the good doctor. 
At one of them I took an opportunity of 
reading ‘‘ The Wanderer welcomed home,” 
the first article in the Baptist Magazine for 
November. It was a glorious display of 
divine grace. Nothing could exceed the 
marked attention with which it was heard, 
and the deep interest and impression it 
produced, Several persons asked me for 
the magazine. The ministers were greatly 
struck with it, and we thought it right to get 
it inserted in the Limerick Chronicle, a 
paper of wide circulation; I will also have 
it put into the Limerick Standard. But we 
must not stop here, the great importance of 
having it printed in a tract, was suggested 
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by several, which I hope you will have 
done, and a great number sent to me for 
circulation, and which I hope with the di- 
vine blessing will produce the most happy 
consequences. I hope the beloved brother, 
the servant of the Lord;who wrote the nar- 
rative of the poor wanderer, has not only 
done good, but will be continued the instru- 
ment of more extended and immortal use- 
fulness. I most sincerely, and affectionately 
wish him the continuance of his gracious 
master’s approbation. 

I baptized two persons lately, and intend 
to baptize another next week. I am fre- 
quently tried by having my people scattered, 
but I believe they are luminaries in the spi- 
ritual firmament of the church. Our preach- 
ings and prayer meetings continue, especially 
preaching from the decks of ships to 
crowds on the quays and on board. 


D. Muiwern, under date Bangor, Nov. 
12, 1840, writes :— 

Dear Sir,—Through the kind provi- 
dence of God I arrived here the day before 
yesterday in safety. Yesterday I visited 
some of the friends, and preached in the 
evening at Conlig. As I know little of this 
place yet, I shall occupy this letter in giv- 
ing you some account of my visit to Letter- 
kenny, &c. And I hope you will excuse 
me for not doing so sooner, as I could not 
find it convenient, being from home all the 
time. 

Before I left Easky for Letterkenny, I 
had_an invitation from the Independent 
ministers in Donegal, to preach in their 
chapel on my way. I left home on the 
17th of September, and arrived in Donegal 
the following morning. That day and the 
next were spent at my father’s, and in visi. 
ting my relatives and former acquaintances 
in the town and neighbourhood, all Roman 
Catholics, by whom for the most part I was 
kindly received, while religious prejudice 
seemed to give way to the best natural 
feelings. In the mean time, the Indepen. 
dent ministers sent out notice that I would 
preach in theirchapel the Sabbath morning, 
On hearing this many of my Roman Catho- 
lic friends entreated that I would not dis. 
grace them, as they said, by doing so; that [ 
had better desist from preaching while in 
that neighbourhood, and when I would 
leave I mightact as] pleased. To all such 
entreaties, however, my reply in substance 
was, ‘‘ Whether it be right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye,” for I cannot but speak the 
things which I have seen and heard. Ac. 
cordingly I preached on the Sabbath morn. 
ing to about 100 persons, who heard with 
seeming attention, with many of whom I 
had been intimately acquainted in early 
life, but whose appearance as they now sat 
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before me seemed much altered by the 
changing influence of some ten or twelve 
years since I had been among them. 1 had 
‘hot expected to preach a second time till I 
heard Mr. Jordan, one of the Independent 
ministers, announce that I would preach 
again at six in the evening. My Roman 
Catholic friends expected that I would 
make an attack on the doetrines of their 
- church, but I did not; I chose rather to 
ety the gospel of peace; and when they 
eard in the course of the day that such had 
been the case, some of them were induced 
to come and hear me in the evening, so that 
instead of 100 hearers, as in the morning, I 
had now more than double that number, 
among whom were many Roman Catholics, as 
well as Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Metho- 
“dists, Independents, &c., and great interest 
seemed to be excited, Indeed I trust that 
the Lord strengthened me much on this 
‘occasion, so that I was enabled with some 
degree of fortitude and freedom to testify 
ofthe faith once delivered to the saints. 
By this time many of the good people in 
the town had heard that I was a Baptist, a 

- people little known here. As far as { could 
learn, a Baptist never before preached in 
this town. A Mr. P. and his wife, two ex- 


cellent persons, members of the Baptist | 


church at Shortwood, Gloucestershire, who 
have been residing here for the last eight or 
ten months, are the only Baptists in this 
town, or, I believe within twenty miles of 
it. I had now received several invitations 
from Christians of the highest respectability 
in the town, to come and spend the follow- 
ing day with them, to meet other Christian 
friends, who were anxious to converse with 
me. Accordingly, however desirous I was 
of proceeding on my journey to Letter- 
Kenny, I consented to spend a day or two 
among them; and so Monday and Tuesday 
were spent with Christian families of dif- 
ferent denominations, where I had much 
_pleasing conversation on the doctrines of 
the gospel in general, and on baptism in 
particular, which seemed to engage their 
“attention very much, indeed with all the 
charms of novelty. On the Tuesday even- 
ing many persons were inquiring if 1 would 
“preach again before I would leave town, 
and I though I had intended to be off next 
morning, 1 complied with the desire of 
friends whose advice I could not but regard, 
and consented to remain and preach’ the 
following evening. Placards were posted 
up and general notice given, and at the ap- 
pointed hour we found Zion chapel more 
than filled, and many outside doors, be. 
tween three and four hundred in all, among 
whom were four ministers of different deno. 
minations, and I suppose more than one 
hundred Roman Catholics. All heard with 
the greatest attention, and not the least in- 
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terruption was given, although some gen. 
tlemen who were apprehensive of some in- 
terruption from Roman Catholics outside 
the house, had the police on the watch, but 
there was no need for their service. All 
parties seemed much pleased, and expressed 
their regret that I could not allow them to 
announce for preaching again before I 
should leave. Next day was spent in 
pleasing, and I humbly trust profitable vi- 
siiing. , 


Our last number contained an encoura- 
aging account of the success with which our 
esteemed brother BERRY is labouring. Since 
that letter another of Dec. 3 has been re- 
ceived, from which the following is an ex- 
tract :-— ; 4 


Through the goodness and mercy of the 
Lord I am permitted to tell you that our 
God is still greatly blessing us, and giving 
efficacy to the word of his grace, both here 
and through the district. “I returned home 
last night after visiting our friends, and 
preaching to large and attentive congrega- 
tions at our several stations. In my last I 
informed you that there was a revival 
amongst us, and that several had proposed to 
be baptized, and now you will be pleased to 
hear that, with the exception of oneSunday, 
every Lord’s day of the last month, I was 
preaching in the open air to very large con- 
gregations of Roman Catholics and Protes- 
tants, and baptizing those whose hearts the 
Lord has touched. The severity of the 
weather prevented me from preaching in the 
open air the last Sabbath, but (D. v.) I shall 
very soon again commence, as there are a 
few others to be baptized immediately. 
During the last month I have experienced 
much of the divine goodness. I have seen 
prejudice softened and subdued. I have 
seen lukewarmness vanish away, and ardent 
vital piety take its place. I have seen the 
mouth of the blasphemer stopped, and 
opened to praise and magnify the Lord, 
and I have seen the poor man and the rich 
fall down at a throne of grace together, de- 
claring what great things God had done for 
their souls. On Monday night last a gen. 
tleman who for some time has attended my 
preaching, proposed to be baptized, and his 
son, a fine young lad, wishes to accompany 
his father; the two sons of J—— S ; 
Esq., aged sixteen and eighteen years, will 
be baptized along with them. Mr. T——, 
a short time ago a class-leader among the 
Methodists, has also expressed his desire 
to be baptized. A conversion that has taken 
place here is a remarkable instance of the 
power of the gospel. The gent. was first 
at the hunt, the horse-race, the cock-fight, 
but now he is first at the place of worship. 
He came the last evening I preached at 
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K——, three miles, on a wet black night, | along with his own he usually carries along 
and remained with me until 9 o’clock, talk- | with him, and mightily out of both editions 
ing about the preciousness of the gospel. | convinces the Roman Catholics and Protes- 
The language of his heart is, ““O to grace | tants that Jesus alone can do the sinner 
how great a debtor.” His zeal is so great as | good. 

that he purchased a Douay Bible, which, | 
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